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Sister Maureen Fenlon, national coordinator of the 
National Dead Man Walking School Theater Project, 
_spoke on Friday, March 27 in the Top Notch Theater. 


Part of a “play across 


the curriculum” 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The play “Dead Man Walking” 
won't ever be performed on 
Broadway. But that is not because it 
is not worthy of that most privileged 
address in theater. Rather, it: is 
because the play can be performed 
only by students in high els and 
colleges. 

This was the condition set forth 
by actor, director and writer of both 
the movie and play, Tim Robbins, in 
turning the screenplay into a script 
for the stage. This is because Robbins 
believed that it would be the younger 
generation that will make a differ- 
ence on the main issue presented in 
the play, capital punishment, and 
wants the play to be a catalyst for 
change. 

And, it was from this condition, 
and for this reason, that the Dead 
Man Walking School Theater Eee 
was established. ~ 

Sister Maureen Fenlon, national 
coordinator of the Dead Man 
Walking School Theater Project, 
spoke on campus on Friday, March 
27 in advance of the opening night 
performance of “Dead Man Walking” 
performed by the NECC Top Notch 
Players. 

The Dead Man Walking School 
Theater Project is part of the organi- 
zation the Death Penalty Discourse 


Human trafficking 


Speaker details her 
own experience and 
how you can help — 


By NIcK SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


Too frequently she lay within an 
inch of death. She was tired of the 
beatings and verbal condemnation. 
She didn't understand what crime 
she had committed to deserve such 


punishment. No, she knew. Her - 


crime was in wanting a better life 
for her son. She stood on the fourth 
floor balcony of the flat where she 
slaved for a wealthy woman, con- 
templated her fate, and then 
jumped. She wanted her life back 
even if she had to die to get it. 
Spurred by the new film 
“Taken,” I found myself sitting 
with a small but intensely invested 
audience in the Tech Center on 


March 9 to listen to a painful, but 
real account by Beatrice Fernando 
on human trafficking. It was clearly 


by someone who could only know 


from experience. . 


ly. 

Beatrice's story captivated my 
heartstrings in a way I hadn't expe- 
rienced in a long time. The film 
“Taken” might have pumped my 


————__<¢———_—- 


Nowadays anyone can become a 


slave. 


—Beatrice Fernando 


Fernando visited Northern 
Essex on behalf of Amnesty 
International to recount her experi- 
ences as a contracted housemaid 
sold to a wealthy woman who spent 
her time verbally and physically 
abusing her. Fernando had traveled 
to Lebanon from Sri Lanka through 
an agency in hopes of raising 
money to support her son and fami- 


bloodstream with altruistic adrena- 
line but sitting feet away from an 
actual survivor of such a depraving 
commodity enlightened my sense 
of reality of a world we too often 
pad with soft cushions. 
“Nowadays anyone can become 
a slave,” warned Fernando, “only 
the method has changed.” 
See Put an end page 12 


Network. The name says it all; the 
organization uses the play as a tool to 
promote a discourse, or discussion, 
rather than a debate about the death 
penalty. 

“What we need is storytelling, 
honest discourse and brave souls to 
tell the story and to keep the conver- 
sation going,” Fenlon said. 

Another requirement of bringing 
the production to a school is that the 
school must also incorporate the 
issue of the death penalty across the 
curriculum. 

“An issue such as capital punish- 
ment needs to be examined and what 
better place than an institution of 
higher learning,” Jim Murphy, chair 
of the theater department said. “Our 
mission as educators is to bring to the 
forefront challenging material that 
will make us think.” 

“This is how the arts have tradi- 
tionally been used,” Fenlon said. “To 
teach people about who they are and 
who they want to be.” 

A series of events have taken 
place at NECC to discuss the issue. 

Currently ongoing are the play 
itself, which runs through April 4, 
and a photography exhibit, “Final 
Exposure: Images of Death Row 
Inmates” by Lou Jones, which also 
runs through April 4. 

The Amnesty International Film 
Series presented films exploring the 
issue of the death penalty, and the 
Contemporary Affairs club has host- 
ed speakers and a debate on the topic. 
Certain English classes are reading 
“A Lesson Before Dying,” by Emest 


Gaines as part of their study. 

Also, earlier this semester the 
theater department began to explore 
the issue with its staged reading of 
“The Exonerated,” a play about peo- 
ple sent to death row for crimes they 
did not commit. 

All of these events are part of 
what Fenlon hopes will be a transfor- 
mation that takes place on campus 
among those that view the play and 
take part in the intellectual discus- 
sion. 

“This is how we want to story to 
be utilized, as a reflection of what 
does it (capital punishment) say 
about us,” Fenlon said. “This is a 
punishment that is a reflection the 
punishers, and who are the punishers 
but us...it's being done in our name.” 

Fenlon made the point of nixing a 
debate because “we are trying to pro- 
mote an honest conversation 

“The question should be not 
whether you're for or against it, but to 
look at the play and all the suffering 
that goes on in it,’ Fenlon said. 
“Essentially, this is a crucial human 
rights issue, and how do we argue 
human rights.” 

The Dead Man Walking School 
Theater Project is in its fifth year, and 
173 schools across the country, and 
eight in England, have performed the 
play. NECC is currently one of 10 
schools this semester mounting the 
production. 

After viewing NECC's perform- 


“ance of “Dead Man Walking,” Fenlon 


told the cast and crew it was “one of 
the best I've seen.” 


p 
_ LA, will be Seforiied April 1st at 4:00 PM and 
4 at 7:30 in the Top Notch Theater in the Spurk 


B ] ilding. 


3abak Alian plays the role of death row inmate 


Mat Ponc at and Erica Sigaran is Sister Helen Prejean. 


arn sion. $1. from each ticket will go to support 
an Walking School Theater Project. 
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Smoke screen 


Well, the signs are up at the 
entrance to the campus, “No smoking 
fall semester,’ reminding students 
that the campus-wide smoking ban 
will then take full effect. 

This semester it was voluntary, 
smoke if you wish, but run the risk of 
a security guard, or some student or 
faculty member playing hal! monitor, 
coming up to you and saying you 
shouldn't be smoking here...well, 
you can smoke, but you shouldn't be. 
Now that the weather is warmer and 
more students are heading outside, 
these encounters are bound to 
increase. 

Now, whether you legally or eth- 
ically shouldn't smoke is a matter of 
argument, but either way, come this 
fall, you can't. 

Legally, there will be discipli- 


nary action if someone is caught 
smoking on campus. Security guards 
will have the full power. to enforce 
the new policy. Ethically, President 
David Hartleb said the main reason 
for the smoking ban was to “protect 
the health of all people on campus,” 
nonsmokers and smokers alike. For 
the smokers it was “an educational 
opportunity;” smoking cessation 
classes would be offered to help them 
quit. 

Unfortunately, the classes that 
were to be held on both Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses came to just be 
held on the Haverhill campus, with a 
total attendance of three students, 
according to Rob Parker, the smok- 
ing cessation class facilitator. 

So, it seems as if the ban has 


turned into an opportunity not for 


education, but enforcement. Now 
that the smoke has cleared we can see 
the real reason. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


WE CONTINUE TO THINK 
QUTSIDE OF THE BOX 
To FIND SOLUTIONS 
TO THE NATIONS 
ECONOMIC CRISIS... 
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&800 BILLION... 
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Gok a tUERda hes 


‘Will Macdonald, Theater 
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What do you think about the parking lot 
situation at NECC? z 


Danica Page, Physical Ed 
“T just don’t like that you can only 
go one way.” : 


Sam Allen, Music 
“Tm _ not really sure. What is the 
deal with the car pool parking? I 
really don’t have an opinion on it.” 


Christian Ramos, IIlustration 
“Personally I don’t drive but from 
what I’ve seen people should 
drive according to the speed limit 
in the parking lot.” 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 


f 


“I don’t have a car so I can’t say. 
It’s too damn difficult to get out of 
here.” 


Jane Gagliardi, Faculty 


“Given that I come to the office at - 


8 [a.m.] it’s ok and that I park in 
the C building lot. But from what 
‘[ hear it can be pretty nasty.” 


Jeff Pofit, Accounting 
“It sucks. It’s because of the 
snow, it takes up the parking 
lot.” 
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The not so subtle 
messages that are 


hidden in our media 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


One of my 
daily rituals (or 
bad habits) is 
that 
_ wake up I get 
dressed and 
- grab a cup of 
coffee and then 
turn the idiot 
}box on and 
™ tune in to my 
daily concoction of CNN/Fox News. 

I tell myself that I do this to be 
better informed and have a general 
idea about the major events of the 
day. And this is true to a certain 
extent, but nowadays my CNN/Fox 
News habit has turned more into see- 
ing how screwed our country is this 
morning as opposed to yesterday and 
how our leaders have no idea how to 
handle the crisis. 

My main concern is the inability 
of figures from both the Democratic 
and Republican parties to put their 
differences aside and try to work 
along with each other especially 
when it comes to. the economy. Some 
will probably laugh at the idea of 
those two trying to reach a compro- 
mise and maybe they’re right. 
Maybe my idea of compromise is 
some laughable fantasy, but I dream 
of one day seeing bipartisanship take 
center stage a ‘and this once great (then 
again has it ever been great?) country 
getting back on its feet. ~ 

It seems logical to me probably 
because I view myself as independ- 
ent when it comes to politics. Sure I 
voted democrat in last year’s elec- 
tions, but I wasn’t a supporter of John 
Kerry in 2004. I am pro choice but I 
don’t mind gun ownership (as long as 


- course). 


after.> T = 


there are regulations in place of 
I like the idea of America 
being a place where you have a mod- 
erate’ amount of freedom for private 
businesses yet I wouldn’t mind if the 


government granted us universal " { 


health care (oh no socialized medi- 
cine). 

In the Democrats corner you 
have president Obama biting off 
more than he can chew. While his 
actions are noble, juggling the econo- 
my, education, health insurance and 
the war in Afghanistan are too much 
for anybody to handle. ‘It is clear that 
the health industry and public educa- 
tion institutions are broken beyond 
repair in this country but for at least 
now they have to be put on the back 
burner. While on the campaign trail 
he made it seem like he had conven- 
ient solutions to all of these issues it 
turns out it’s really hard to fix eight 
years of inconsistency (no matter 
what anybody tells me it’s pointless 
to blame Bill Clinton for the missteps 
of the George W. Bush administra- 


tion). And on top of that we are also 


trying to work something out to com- 


bat the violence and drug trade on the’ 


Mexican American border. 
The Republicans on the other 
side are busy yelling that they want 


Does the news media we consume have any effects on the way we think? 


they are probably thinking about 
restructuring the party and line up 
some candidates for 2012 election. 
Perhaps both my CNN and Fox 
News habits are clever visual 
metaphors for the current American 


Propaganda is to a democracy what the 
bludgeon is to a totalitarian state 


-Noam Chomsky 


President Obama’s policies to fail, 
rather than focusing on what can 
improve the country’s standing. The 
latest in these types of rants was for- 
mer presidential candidate Fred 
Thompson (really?), the first or most 
popular being Rush Limbaugh (he 
apparently is the new conservative 
eo Other than that I feel that 


political scene (conveniently in tele- 


vision form for those of us who 
refuse to read between the lines, or 
read anything for that matter). CNN 
would represent the. Democrats 
because now that they have one of 
their own in office they will find 
ways to make it seem like everything 


is under control. Fox News would 


“represent the Republicans because 


they will try to find ways to tarnish 
President Obama’s policies even 
before they have had any effect. 

I tune into CNN and I’m usually 
greeted by the same headlines about 
the failing economy followed by a 
lighthearted feature story about what 
certain Americans are doing to com- 
bat the recession. Then there’s a fol- 
low-up story about the whole AIG 
scandal. 

When I change the station to Fox 
News the headline is something 
about President Obama being 
enabled by the press and how the 
media mistreated Alaska governor 
Sarah Palin. Then you have Geraldo 
Rivera running his mouth about 
something he has no idea about, fol- 
lowed by one of Bill O’Reilly’s 
pointless rants about something irrel- 
evant. Fox News does have that qual- 
ity about them though, it’s not yellow 
jorpalism but they certainly prefer 


MCT campus photo 
the screaming headlines and more 
controversial topics. 

I’m not sure how much our news 
viewing habits affect our own politics 
but for some reason I get the feeling 
that in a way it prevents us from 


- accepting the idea of compromise 


between parties. If you think about it 
maybe we wouldn’t have as much 
work ahead of us if both parties were 
willing to work together. 

Or maybe I’m over thinking all 
of this. I have to say that while 
researching this topic and watching 
so much of both stations I have been 
left confused, burnt out and rapidly 
running out of wit to combat the 
never-ending wave of political bad 
news. Maybe Noam Chomsky was 
right after all and the news is just a 
way to spread social control. 

“Propaganda is to a democracy 
what the bludgeon is to a totalitarian 
state” Noam Chomsky. 


Try practicing positive self « expression 


Why vandalize when 
you can create your 


own art? 


By RICK INGHAM 
Correspondent 


While walking down the halls it’s 
hard to miss the many bulletin boards 
which advertise upcoming activities 
and opportunities for cultural enlight- 
enment. We see notices for public 
service projects like the spring break 
alternative and invitations to rich the- 
atrical presentations like the upcom- 
ing Dead Man Walking. A standout 
among the fliers is a yellow 8.5x11 
sheet of paper with the picture of a 
past literary giant and the word PAR- 
NASSUS emboldened upon it. 


However while passing one such flier 
on the first floor of the E building I 
could not help but notice the horns 
and long wavy tongue that a passerby 
decided to bestow on the face of 
Mexican painter Frida Kahlo. 
Parnassus, the mythological 
mountain home of the Greek Muses, 
is NECC’s own award-winning liter- 
ary arts magazine which invites stu- 
dents to submit their writings, photos 
and drawn pieces for publication. 
The magazine is printed annually and 
is available free of charge in the 
lobby of the C Building in the NECC 
Haverhill campus. Parnassus is a way 
for students to have their work pre- 
sented in a professional printed for- 
mat which has potential to net them 
credible recognition and: act as a 
spring board for a future in the liter- 
ary field. So then why would some- 
one feel it appropriate to deface a 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


flier advertising such a noble institu- 
tion? 

Some will argue that graffiti is a 
natural occurrence and just another 
way of expressing one’s self. Such an 
individual may point to pre-historic 
cave paintings and equate them with 
the complex and colorful designs 
spray painted on the sides of modern 
day buildings. Artful expression is 
not inherently deviant, what makes 
an artistic display deviant is whem it’s 
produced at the expense of an inno- 
cent non-participant. How does the 
architect feel when his building gets 
an unplanned makeover? How does 
the driver feel when a stop sign is 
used to display a figure or symbol in 
black spray paint? There is a time and 
a place for everything and using the 
property of another without permis- 
sion to produce a piece of art is sim- 
ply deviant behavior. 

NECC is a credible Community 
College which gives its students the 
education they seek and an opportu- 
nity to use that knowledge. As adults 
it is the responsibility of the student 
body to act in a respectable manner 
towards things like fliers on the bul- 
letin board. How would such behav- 
ior be handled in the corporate 
world? We need to remember that 
there are mature and uplifting ways 
for all to express themselves no mat- 
ter what the emotion, and there is no 


excuse for vandalism. 


There is a huge difference between vandalism and 
actual art. 
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The popular social 
networking site will 


consume your time. 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Correspondent 


A few 
® years ago, peo- 
ple would have 
answered 
“Myspace” in a 
heartbeat. It 
was the biggest 
thing, biggest 
area to share 
pictures and 
info with friends online. But in recent 
years, poor old Tom has been left in 
the dust of Facebook. 

Myspace.had the advantage in 
the past back when Facebook was an 
exclusive site for college students 
and invitees of those students, but 
since Facebook has opened its doors 
to anyone and everyone, more and 
more people are abandoning the 
Myspace pages they probably spent 
hours decorating with backgrounds, 
songs, and pictures. 

Sure, Facebook has its faults: The 
user pages are all the same layout and 
there is no music for you to add. You 
can’t customize it like you can on 
Myspace. But on the plus side, 
Facebook hasn’t had half the scan- 
dals Myspace has. 

When people find a new friends 
site, it’s fun and, face it, you’re prob- 


7 x or sagere: ee ee pe: 


Are you addicted to 


ably on it for hours on end the first 
day, searching friend by friend, try- 
ing to make sure that you have every- 
body. But what about after the rapid 
stampede of friend requests and com- 
ments saying, “OMG! YOU GOT 
ONE!” end? Do you go back to the 
normal and sane idea of checking the 
site once a day? Or do you keep 
going for it like a junkie for their fix? 

The answer of many Facebook 


users: Hand them over their 
Facebook fix and quick. 
Buu-Tran “Sylvie” Pham, a 


Business Transfer at NECC, says that 
Facebook is both fun and engaging, 
but also says she is addicted. 

“Yes, I am and damn proud of it, 
too,” she said. i 

Education major Chris Gigliotti 
believes he isn’t an addict, saying, 
“Some people might call it addiction, 
but I only use it so much, because I 
like keeping in touch with people.” 

However, he does admit to log- 
ging on multiple times daily both 
from his computer and phone, and 
doesn’t bother to count just how 
many times he does go on. 

The constant friend and status 
updates on Facebook aren’t the only 
features on the site that can help 
friends connect. There are multiple 
features on the site, applications that 
you can join and make groups with. 

Gigliotti says that he uses 
“bumper stickers, usually about once 
or twice a week, but sometimes I get 
really bored and, well, go over- 
board.” 

“My favorite is Friends For Sale, 


iRead, Flixter, Vampire, and Pirate 
vs. Ninja,” Pham says. “I spend more 
time on friends for sale than the other 
applications.” 

The applications can be more 
than a bit addicting. As a self-admit- 
ted Facebook addict myself, I find 


myself logging on, saying to myself - 


that I’m only going to do a couple 
events on Sorority Life to boost my 
cash and glam. 
I’m still on an hour later. 
Honestly, Facebook may be just a 
bit more addicting than college stu- 
dents need when they’re already jug- 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS, 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world’s most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) « Tuition Assistance 
Holidays Off Paid Vacations * and Much More! 


the UPS Srandenack ave 


The UPS 
EARN & 


LEARN 
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Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 
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registered trademarks of United Parcel Series ct Avani 


Get up to $15,000 


in College Education Assistance! 
* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply, 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD » CHELMSFORD, MA 


inc, All Fights restrvedt 


ee 


Some of us can’t even fathom an existence without our Facebook page 


gling class, homework, work, and 
their—if time permits—social life. 
Facebook has probably been a large 
contributor in students” all-nighters 
thanks to hours of the site pulling stu- 
dents away from their schoolwork. 

“What is this homework of which 
you speak?” Gigliotti asked, “Oh, 
right, it’s what I tell my parents I’m 
doing when I’m on Facebook.” 

And he still insists he isn’t an 
addict. 

Uh-huh. Sure. 

Whether it’s Pham who admits 
her addiction, saying that she needs 


Facebook yet? 


to go on Facebook at least once a day 


and tries to both do her homework 
and be.on Facebook, or whether it’s 
Gigliotti who insists that it’s just fun, — 
Facebook has become a staple for 
many people. : ‘ 

So while poor old Tom has been 
left in the dust with his piles of 
Myspace scandals, students like 
Pham and Gigliotti say that though: 
they have accounts on both, they pre- 
fer Facebook. 

““T think Facebook is 50 times ~ 

better,” Gigliotti says. 7 

Sorry, Tom. 


Student parking is a 
hassle if compared to 
staff parking lot 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Correspondent 


The other day I drove around try- 


ing to find a parking spot for about 15 
minutes in the “C” lot. After failing 
to find any open spots I got fed up 
and drove around over to the handi- 
cap and teacher lot in front of the “B” 
and science building. I parked there 
since the lot was more than half 
empty at 10 a.m. When I got out of 
classes at 11:50 a security guard was 
blocking the entrance to the parking 
lot and asked whether or not I was a 


student. When I told the security 
guard I was a student he told me that 
the teachers get angry when they see 
cars in the lot without yellow tags 
hanging from their mirrors. I asked 
why it mattered since the lot was still 
half empty and I got the wise remark 
of their not my rules and please obey 
them. i 

When I was in class later that 
week I heard another student ask a 
professor of mine why we couldn’t 
park in the teacher lot but a lot of 
teachers park in our lot. She said 
that’s a good point especially since 
she knows that the lot is always half 
empty. I brought up the subject with 


_another professor and he said that he 


never even got his parking pass and 
just parks in front of the “C” building 
because it’s closer to his office. 

x 


Try finding the open spot in this NECC parking lot. It’s like “Where’s Waldo.” 


I can’t a parking Spot | Divorce 


I was really surprised that a lot of 
fellow classmates and even profes- 
sors felt the same way that I did about 
this situation. If there are going to be 
tules then they should be more strict- 
ly enforced. Teachers have their own 
lot to park in so they should park 
there regardless of where their office 
is located and students should have 
their lot to park in. They shouldn’t 
have to search for spaces because 
teachers are too lazy to park and 
walk. If that’s even the case then they 
should just have first come first serve 
parking in every lot to anyone regard- 
less whether they are students or fac- 
ulty with certain spots in each lot des- 
ignated to the handicap. I feel that 
this is an issue that more than one 


‘student has had and something that 


really needs to be addressed. 


Nick Sermuksnis photo 
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A trend that hurts 
couples and children 


alike, so take caution 


By KRISTINA ANDRIOTAKIS 
Correspondent 


Most peo- 
ple view mar- 
riage as sacred. 
Others view it 
as a way to be 
secure in -life. 
But when I 
look~ at mar- 
riage I have a 
hard time look- 
ing past all the 
ones that have failed, and when I look 
at those ones I see the kids they left 
behind. These children are being 
shared by two people that used to 
love each other and suddenly decided 
“Tt just doesn’t work any more.” 

It doesn’t happen like that, sud- 
denly, over night. The love wears off 


like the wind and rain wear away the 


earth. Slowly things that would have 
been a small fight get blown out of 
proportion. Words are being thrown 
around like they’re weapons and the 
kids run for cover. Hiding in bed- 
rooms until it becomes a habit to just 
go there when they get home, 
whether they are 6 or 16. It’s safe in 
there, the fighting is in the kitchen, 
all the kids gather sitting on one bed 
being as quite as possible, worrying 
about what the fighting will bring. 

In America it is estimated that 
half of our married population is 
divorced. The exact percentages are 
thought to be 41 percent of first, 60 
percent of second and 73 percent of 
third marriages end up divorced. 
These ate extremely high rates com- 
pared to the | percent divorce rate in 
India, or the 10 percent rate in Italy. 


as a trend 


What is it about America that has us 
divorcing at such a rate? 

It’s called the “No Fault” divorce. 

In the 1950s the only way a 
divorce could be achieved was if 
there had been infidelity, abuse of 
some kind or desertion for a specific 
amount of time, and it had to be 
proven. But in 1969, California’s 
Governor, Ronald Reagan, signed 
into law The Family Act, which 
enabled one spouse to go to court and 
state that the couple had irreconcil- 
able differences: in other words they 
can’t get along. By late 1987, all but 
New York and South Dakota had 


‘adopted some form of no-fault 


divorce, making it exceedingly easy 
to obtain one. 

After the divorce the kids are 
remembered again, should there be a 
joint custody or full custody for one 
parent? When all of this is being 
decided the children or child is not 
willing to speak up and say who they 
want to live with for fear of hurting 
the other parent. In the end most chil- 
dren end up with their mothers 
because they are the primary care 
givers, tough as this may be on the 
children it is happening more and 
more in the United States. 

“School-aged children often 
blame themselves for the breakup 
and parental unhappiness. They may 
act out more often, or become more 
clingy, moody, distant, quick-tem- 
pered, angry or aggressive. School 
performance may decrease, and 
school avoidance behaviors or physi- 
cal symptoms may appear,” said Dr. 
Todd Huffman, a pediatrician located 
in Springfield, Ore. 

When you think about getting 
married, please make sure you under- 
stand that marriage isn’t about a hap- 
pily ever after. It’s about changing 
and growing, fighting and reconcilia- 
tion and having a relationship built 
on trust. 


Special needs dolls improve self esteem 


| Despite controversy 
special needs dolls 


can be beneficial 


By NICOLE ScopPA 
Correspondent 


A contro- 
versial issue 
rises between 

toymakers and 
4 parents regard- 
ing the sales of 
DSO. ow ne i 
Creations” 
dolls. These 
dolls feature 13 
physical char- 
acteristics of Down Syndrome, 
including: almond-shaped eyes, low- 
seat ears, a horizontal crease in the 


palms, a slightly protruding tongue 


and more. 

An article discussing this issue 
was shown on Time Magazine’s web- 
site, and a mother by the name of 
Mary Ann Perry who has a 23-year- 
old daughter, Valerie, that lives with 
Down Syndrome, was featured in the 


article. Mary said when her daugh- 
ter’s birthday came, she got away 
from getting her a Barbie, and instead 
purchased a doll named Elizabeth 
which was $175 from Downi 
Creations. She got this for her daugh- 


“ter because she said, “I don’t want 


Valerie to think she has to be conven- 
tionally beautiful to be loved.” 

Mary also says that even though 
Elizabeth is “different” she is still 
“beautiful at the same time.” 

The Elizabeth doll is only one of 
many new breeds of dolls that focus 
on special-needs kids. Some other 
dolls that are becoming popular are 
blind babies, paraplegic dolls in 
wheelchairs, and dolls 
scarves as if they are going through 
with chemotherapy for cancer. 

Helga Parks from her online 
“Helga’s European Specialty Toys” 
sells more than 2,000 Down 
Syndrome and Chemo friends a year. 

Park believes that her products 
“boost a child’s self-esteem by nor- 
malizing their condition and foster 
understanding among peers” and that 
they also “take away the fear and 
sense of alienation for both parties.” 

Another retailer of dolls like 
these are those from “Kids Like Me” 


Read the Observer online: 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 


wearing . 


which is retailed in the U.K. They 
have sold 25 percent more dolls last 
year than in 2007. The hottest items, 
by far, from this collection are the 
Disability Set, which includes two 
dolls, a guide dog, dark glasses, and 
leg braces along with Tilley, who uses 
an electric wheelchair. Company 
director, Emmanuel Blackman, says, 
“She’s jazzy, she’s modern, she’s 
now.” . j 

So just because sales are skyrock- 
eting and some people think this is a 
great idea, does everyone else feel the 
same? Unfortunately they don’t. 
Parents criticize these dolls saying 


ogist and an expert on how children 
conceive disability. 

She says that “anyone, special 
needs or not, would struggle to-iden- 
tify with these ‘odd looking’ dolls.” 
Not only that, but she also says that 
“Down Syndrome isn’t about what 
you look like. It’s about what you can 
and cannot do.” 

First off, I believe these dolls are 
a great idea. If your kid was suffering 
with cancer, and had to undergo 
chemo and she had to be in the hospi- 
tal do you think she’d want to have a 
Barbie doll, or even something as 


, perfect as Barbie? No, I'd think she’d 


oe 
These dolls are being made for those 
kids out there who need somebody 
_ that’s like them. Someone that makes 
them feel loved and boosts their self- 


esteem. 


that they “pigeonhole their children 
and rely on stereotypes.” 

Sheila Hebein, the executive 
director of the Chicago-based 
National Association for Down 
Syndrome, says that “It’s a scary 
image for a lot of families” and also 
argues that “They’re highlighting dif- 
ferences that do not exist in all of our 
children. Certainly most do not have 
their tongues hanging out.” 

Also arguing against these dolls 
is Annette Hames, a British psychol- 


want to own a doll that was just like 
her so she didn’t seem so different. 
Not only that but she’d feel more 
comfortable in her own skin. Going 
back to what Helga Parks said about 
these dolls boosting a child’s self- 
esteem, I completely agree with her. 
It’s always good to have something 
that you can relate to even if it is a 
doll. 

Sheila mentions that it’s a scary 
image for a lot of families. How 
could that be a scary image? Just 


because it’s reality, and that it just so 
happens that not-everyone in this 
world can be as perfect as a Barbie 
doll? Whether they realize it or not, 
there are kids out there that suffer 
with disabilities, and they should get 
accounted for; they shouldn’t just get 
thrown into the pile of rejects. I say if 
you don’t like these dolls don’t buy 
one. It’s as simple as that. Don’t say 
that this is a bad idea just because you 
might not-know anyone that lives 
with a disability therefore you think 
it’s pointless and a bad idea. 

As far as saying that these dolls 
make kids seem stereotyped is ridicu- 
lous. Putting kids into stereotypes 
because of their disability is like say- 
ing that a blind person won’t do well 
in life because they can’t see what we 
can see, or a person that is deaf can’t 
do much because they can’t hear any- 
thing. Stereotypes are overrated and 
shouldn’t be used especially in 
instances like this. 

These dolls are being made’ for 
those kids out there that need some- 
body that’s like them. Someone that 
makes them feel loved and boosts 
their self-esteem. It’s not meant to 
create controversy, it’s meant to give 
all the disabled kids in the world a 
chance to feel like they’re not alone, 
and to show everyone that Barbie is 
just a figment of our own imagina- 
tions. 

It’s time that kids who are differ- 
ent get a chance to stand out in the 
world. These dolls are a big hit and 
they make people happy whether they 
are a child or an adult. They deserve 
a chance to be in the limelight. 
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Student commencement 
speaker nominations 


Individuals who have met a 
graduating student who has a 
grade point average of 3.5 or 
above and has made impressive 
contributions to the college and/or 
community, can consider nomi- 
nating him or her as this year's stu- 
dent commencement speaker to 
represent the class of 2009. 

To nominate a student, draft a 
letter to the student speaker selec- 
tion committee explaining why 
the nominee would be a good can- 
didate for student speaker and 
send it with the nomination form, 
available at 
www.necc.mass.edu/forms/mar- 
com/docs/marcom_speaker_nom- 
ination.pdf, to Erie Greenslade, 
director of public relations, Room 
E164, Haverhill campus by 
Tuesday, April 7. In the letter, 
address areas such as the extracur- 
ricular activities of the nominee; 
how the nominee contributed to 
the college and/or the community 
in which he or she lives and/or 
works; and thé future educational 
and/or career plans of the nomi- 
nee. 

For more information, contact 
Ernie Greenslade at 
egreenslade@necc.mass.edu or 
ext. 3862. 


Environmental Awareness 
Month , 


NECC will kick off its month 
long celebration of 
Environmental Awareness Month 
with a presentation by Jim 
Merkel, author of the well known 
book “Radical Simplicity,” on 
Monday, April 6 at 12 p.m. in the 
Technology Center on ‘the 
Haverhill campus. 

A homesteader, bike com- 
muter and thrift store patron, 
Merkel will discuss how individ- 
uals and institutions can practice 
simple, sustainable living and 
reduce both their spending and 
their impact on the environment. 

The NECC Spring Jam, 
which will have a green focus this 
year, will be held on Wednesday, 
April 15 at the Lawrence campus, 
and on Wednesday, April 22 at the 
Haverhill campus, from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

On Wednesday, April 15, a 
presentation on “Ansel Adams as 
an Environmentalist” by faculty 
member Lance Hidy will be held 
at 12 p.m. in room E 155. 

Thursday, April 16 is the 
Haverhill campus neighborhood 
cleanup and recycling day, where 
students, faculty and staff join 
together to pick up trash and recy- 
clables along Kenoza Avenue and 
Elliot Street. 

On Wednesday, April 22, a 
presentation on “Organic or con- 
ventional food?” by faculty mem- 
bers Mariana Melo and Noemi 
Custodia-Lora will be held at 12 
p.m. in the Library Conference 
Area on the Haverhill campus. 

On Tuesday, April 28, old 
electronics such as PC's, laptops, 
fax machines, cell phones, 
copiers, wires and cables (no 
TV's please) will be collected for 
recycling from 9 a.m. to | p.m. in 
the Technology Center parking 
lot. 

Environmental Awareness 
Month events are sponsored by 
LARC (Liberal Arts 
Revitalization Committee) and 
the NECC Libraries. For more 
information, contact Linda Shea 
at Ishea@necc.mass.edu or ext. 
3423. 


> 


Does your campus organiza- 


tion or office have something to ) 


announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 
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Record number of students 


approved for Disney Program | 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


More NECC students than ever 
before will have the chance to earn 
their “Ducktorate Degree” from the 
Disney College Program with a 
record nimber of students being 
approved for participation in the pro- 
gram. 

A total of 70 students overall, 
from seven different colleges, attend- 
ed the Disney College Program pre- 
sentations recently held on campus, 
which broke all records for NECC 
attendence, acconding to Sue Chory, 
co-op/internship adviser. 

Thirty-three NECC students met 
the eligibility requirements for the 
program and were allowed to inter- 
view with a Disney recruiter. 

“That’s much higher than we’ve 
ever had; we’ve never had 33 (stu- 
dents) that we’ve approved,” Chory 
said. 

Out of those 33 students, 10 have 


Orlando 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


The United States is going 
through a tough economic crisis, and 
Orlando, Fla. is not the exception. In 
fact, Orlando has not only been hit, 
it has been hit severely, so much that 
the so-called “Magical City,” might 
need to change its logo soon. 
Similarly to other mega tourist cities 
like Las Vegas, Nev. and Atlantic 
City, N.J., Orlando seems to be 
struggling to keep its reputation as 
the “vacation capital of the world.” 

Orlando, a mega tourist resort in 
Central Florida, is experiencing an 
economic crisis that is affecting its 
main source of income: tourism. A 
city that has always been known to 
attract millions of tourists world- 
wide, most of them who come to 
visit its gigantic theme parks, is suf- 
fering a significant loss in tourism. 
Orlando’s tourism is expected to fall 
8 percent in 2009. Not only are there 
fewer tourists, but the tourism 
receipts (tourist dollars) are expect- 
ed to hit the double digit loss the 
same year. Orlando is most famous 
for its Disney and Universal theme 
parks. Disney World is the biggest 
single-site employer in the United 
States with 62,000. 

Disney spokesman Mike Griffin 
said: “We are bigger than the 
Pentagon.” : 

Orlando’s Disney Theme parks 
attract more than 16 million tourists 
annually, only a couple of countries 
in the world have higher tourism 
arrivals than that. .Disney reported 
that it will layoff massive amounts 
of employees, due to the economic 
recession and loss of customers. Yet 
the real magic in Disney is being 
able to hide the economic crisis, 
making customers feel unaware of 
the change. According to Disney 
officials and business owners, 
Disney is dealing with the economic 
crisis by laying off a fraction of 
employees and giving the rest more 
hours, or simply just lowering the 
number of hours for employees. 

Pom Moongauklang, owner of 
Disney’s Pom Pom’s Teahouse and 
Sandwicheria described how she had 
to cut everyone’s hours to part time 
to save on expenses. The store has 


_environment is just so sad and 


An example of a “Ducktorate 
Degree,” which graduates of 
the Disney program recieve. 
already recieved job offers, and 
Chory expects that number to go up. 

According to Chory, the Disney 
recruiter states that there is-a much 
higher number of applicants for the 
program this year, and attributed that 
in part to the current economic situa- 
tion. 

“Tt’s good timing to take advan- 
tage of this opportunity,” Chory said. 

Given the difficulties of many 
students to find jobs, Chory said that 
this is “a happy story;” certainly fit- 
ting for the happiest place on earth. 


is losing 


been open since 2006. Pom 
Moongauklang, who is also a trained 
pastry chef, said she’s doing whatev- 
er it takes to stay open. Pom cut her 
four employees’ hours instead of 
their : jobs, lowered prices and 
extended hours to 24 hours on the 
weekends. Pom said, “The 60- to 70- 
hour work week is killing me, but 
it’s working.” 

Disney is not the only one being 
affected by the economic crisis in 
Orlando. The Famous International 
Drive in Orlando is also hurting big 
time. 

Aby Aly, owner of a gift shop 
selling goods from T-shirts to plush 
dolls, said that “business is off by 35 
percent, and people are not buying.” 

But just like Aly’s gift shop, 
hundreds of businesses are either 
closed or on the verge of bankrupt- 
cy. 

Despite the closing of many 
businesses, Fred Rodgers, a for- 
mer Disney designer and one of 
the store’s owners, said “the 
tough economy is helping us.” 

Shoppers say they save 
money buying used furniture. 

Tampa resident Gustavo 
Rivera says, “I thought Tampa 
was hit hard, until I came to 
Orlando for a trip with my broth- 
ers. I must say that this is not the 
Orlando that I’m used to visiting ~ 
every two to three years. The 


businesses are closed right and. 
left -of avenues. Even 
Kissimmee, where we usually 
stay at 20 miles south of 
Orlando, is suffering the loss of 
many businesses. I was highly 
disappointed in this trip, I even 
had plans to move here after I 
finished college but I don’t want 
to struggle starting a business in 
a soon-to-be ghost town living 
off its past legacy.” 

Orlando resident Gloria 
Martinez says: “The situation 
here is horrible, I’ve been unem- 
ployed for a year and so has my 
husband. We have given up hope 
finding jobs for now, because all 
we hear is businesses closing 
and giving layoffs. Not even 
Disney is hiring. If the situation 
gets worse, I will have to move 
back to New York.” 


‘Final Exposure’ 


A reception for photographer Lou Jones’ exhibition of portraits 
of people on death row will be held on April 2 at 6 p.m. in the 
Bentley Library. (shown: Nicholas Yerris, Huntington, Penn.) 


Go to Westheld State eo 


without leaving home! 


ens 


ONLINE Business MANAGEMENT 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM 
» The most convenient, cost-effective way to complete your 


Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management. 


+ Save time, gas and money, and take classes at times that are 


convenient for you! 


+ Classes are held at convenient times for working professionals. | 


Also offering a Westfield State Criminal Justice Bachelor's Degree Completion 
Program at Framingham State College, with classes held at convenient times for 


Westfield 


State College 
SINCE 1838 


working professionals, 


For more information: 
Division of Graduate and 
Continuing Education 
(413) 572-8020 
wse.ma.edu/dgce 


Ryan McBride photo 


Courtesy of google.com 
Unfortunately, signs like these have become a com- 
mon sight in Orlando, Fla., and stores in Disney are 
not immune to the economic crisis. : 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


NH House approves gay_ 
ee tO Sen. 


CONCORD, N.H. - The state 
House on Thursday voted narrow- 
ly to make New Hampshire the 
third state to allow gay couples to 


marry. 

The bill, which passed the 
House 186-179, next goes to the 
Senate, where its future is uncer- 
tain. Democratic Gov. John Lynch 
opposes gay marriage but has not 
said specifically that he would 
veto it, a position that spokesman 
Colin Manning reiterated after the 
vote. 

Two years ago, the 
Legislature approved, and Lynch 
signed, civil unions for gays, 
which provide all the rights of 
matriage, except in name. 

Currently, only Connecticut 
and Massachusetts allow gay cou- 
ples to marry. The Vermont 
Senate sent a gay marriage bill to 
the House this week, but Gov. Jim 
Douglas says he will veto it if it 
reaches his desk. 

Supporters say it is discrimi- 
natory to exclude gays from mar- 
tiage. Opponents argue marriage 
is a sacred religious institution 
that would be cheapened by 
allowing gays to marry. 

More than 600 New 
Hampshire couples have entered 


-into civil unions since the state's 


law took effect last year. The cur- 
rent bill would change the name 
from civil union to marriage. 
Federal law does not recognize 
civil unions or same-sex mar- 


' rlages. 


Critics call WTC tower 
name change unpatriotic 


NEW YORK - Even without 
the name, the symbolism of the 
Freedom Tower as an American 


response to the Sept. 11 terror 


-attacks was hard to miss. 


The original architect designed 
a twisting’ form he wanted to imi- 
tate the Statue of Liberty, with a 
spire that rose to the deliberate 
height of 1,776 feet to recognize 
the year. of American independ- 
ence. Politicians called the tower 
proof of the country's triumph over 


terrorism. 


Former Goy. George Pataki 
said visitors to the iconic sky- 
scraper “will know our determina- 
tion to overcome evil” in a 2003 
speech that first gave the Freedom 
Tower its name. 

The tower, still under construc- 
tion with a projected completion 
date of 2013, no longer has the 
same architect, design or footprint 
on the 16-acre site. And this week, 
the owners of ground zero publicly 
parted ways with the Freedom 
Tower name, saying it would be 
more practical to market the tallest 
building in New York as.the former 
north tower's name, One World 
Trade Center. 

Critics called the name drop an 
unpatriotic shedding of symbolism 
by the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey. Some newspaper 
editorials blasted the agency for 
years of missed deadlines and 
changing plans for the site. 

“When you've broken your 
promises on everything else to do 
with redeveloping ground zero, it's 
no big deal to discard the name by 
which the public has come to know 
the iconic skyscraper at the heart of 
the plan,” the New York Daily 
News wrote on Friday. 


Sleep technician 
program one of few 
in the nation 


By BRITTANY ANZALONE 
Correspondent 


Watching someone sleep may 
seem abnormal to most, but not to a 
sleep technician. Exploring the world 
of these individuals is like looking 
into a duplicate of one’s own bed- 
room, with the comforts of home 
brought forth to a hotel-like atmos- 
phere. The idea of a window separat- 
ing the patient’s bed from the techni- 


cians may appear to be an invasion of | 


ptivacy. But this makes for a small 
sacrifice when it comes to a person’s 
health. 

Being the first out of 14 schools 
in the country to be accredited to 
offer such a degree, NECC’s sleep 
technician program offers an exclu- 
sive inside look into the life of the 
“Knight Owls,” the campus’ future 
sleep technicians and their efforts to 
bettering a patient’s sleeping habits 
Via computer signals. Hooked up to 
monitors measuring breathing, brain- 
waves, heart beat and the four stages 
of sleep, the technicians are able to 
discover any possible abnormalities 
both major and minor that may have 
previously gone undetected in a 
patient’s life. 

“Sleep technicians are trained to 
diagnose disorders such as- Sleep 
Apnea, Narcolepsy and Insomnia,” 
said John Murray, instructor of the 
Polysomnography certificate pro- 


gram at the Lawrence campus. 


Open to 20 students a year, the 
short program allows for novice stu- 
dent technicians to attain their degree 
in one year’s time after completing 
general course requirements, lectures 
and several 8-hour monthly lab 
experiments. The certificate received 
automatically qualifies the student to 
take the Registered 
Polysomnography Technologist 
(RPSGT) exam that enables them to 
actually begin working in a real life 
private sleep lab or hospital setting. 

Although it is one of the most 
common human sleep habits, sleep 
technicians consider snoring to not 
be normal. In fact to them it is con- 
sidered a warning sign of a major 
life-threatening problem, sleep 
apnea. 

Sleep apnea occurs when a per- 


Rising costs of college 


More money is being 
spent on tuition and 
textbooks 


By KELSEY REDDEN 
Correspondent 


Is college becoming too expen- 
sive for students? The Contemporary 
Affairs Club had a discussion at their 
meeting on Wednesday, March 25 on 


- why college costs so much. 


Among the topics discussed was 
that as of right now the tuition for 
one semester at Northern Essex is 
about $1,800 for five 3-credit cours- 
es, not including the cost of books 
and other fees that may be applied. 

Another major point was how 
expensive college books can be. 
Books can range anywhere from $20 
to $150. Many students are saying 


CourtestoF passer icant 
They see you when you’re 


sleeping: an example of a 


sleep study lab. 


son’s upper airway muscles relax and 
collapse too much, restricting the 
flow of air, which interrupts an indi- 
vidual’s breathing. This causes 
breathing to stop during the night for 
at least ten seconds, forcing the per- 
son to wake up gasping for air. The 
person will experience these unex- 
pected attacks up to a hundred times 
a night without being able to put a 
stop to it-However, after consulting 
with a sleep technician, those who 
are evaluated as chronic sufferers of 
this disorder: will be given a 
Continuous Positive Airway Pressure 
(CPAP) machine, which places the 
appropriate amount of pressure via a 
mask by sending a gentle flow of air 
through the air passage, allowing 
them to rest comfortably while also 
alleviating their previous respiratory 
interruptions. For those who are 
unaware of having the disorder, com- 


mon symptoms to be conscious of: 


are: constant loud snoring, irregular 
breathing during sleep and frequent 
sleepiness during the day. It is bene- 
ficial not to assume the worst until 
one seeks an educated professional. 
Simple lifestyle changes such as 
exercising, eating healthy and losing 
excess weight could be the solution 
to eliminating this severe health 
problem. 

Another sleep ailment that has 
become common among students is 
the inability to fall asleep, also 
known as Insomnia. For most people, 
the stressful combination of work, 
school, and family situations are all 
factors leading to sleep deprivation 


that they are spend- 
ing money on 
books they never 
even open during 
the semester. 

Also, scholar- 
ships were a way 
for students to be 
able to get extra 
money. towards 
their schooling and 
supplies but now it 
has become more 
difficult to receive 
} one. The original 
purpose of a schol- 
jarship was to 
‘reward intelligent 
and hardworking students who could 
not afford the cost of attending col- 
lege. Now scholarships are being 
given out to people who are only of a 
certain ethnicity or people who 
reside in a particular town or city. 
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during the night. This leads to trouble 
concentrating during the day and an 
inability to function properly. An 
everyday task such as driving a car 
can end -up fatal when a sleep 
deprived person gets behind the 
wheel. Lack of needed rest is not a 
healthy experience to have. 
However, there are some healthy rec- 
ommendations that do not require a 
doctor. 

“I would recommend taking 
advantage of the weekends to catch 


up on sleep or take a quick nap dur- 


ing the day,” says Murray. 

“T think it’s important to shorten 
the amount of time spent on the com- 
puter and watching TV at night,” 
says Mike Barselou, sleep tech club 
president. “Try and go to sleep at the 
same time each night and avoid caf- 
feine.” 

In addition to disorders prevent- 
ing a person from falling asleep, a 
person who sleeps excessively is also 
a cause for concern. Becoming more 
apparent in the college community, 
this problem has shown itself fre- 
quently in the faces of students doz- 
ing off in the middle of a lecture, 
snoring into their schoolbook and 
using their backpack as a pillow. 

“Tf someone is falling asleep on a 
regular basis during class, it is not 
normal,” says Murray. 

With sleeping disorders now 
affecting nearly 20 million adults, the 
need for sleep technicians is quickly 
on the rise. 

“There is a high demand for 
sleep technicians now,” says 
Barselou. 

This has led to a new plan for 
expanding the program into an online 
hybrid course beginning next year, 
which will allow an additional 20 
students to join the “Knight Owl” 
team. Outside of the campus, private 
sleep lab facilities will be introduced 
to Maine and Boston. For those who 
do not want to make the journey to a 
sleep center, the technician can easi- 
ly come to them. 

“There have been cases where 
sleep technicians have set up in an 
actual hotel,” says Murray. “We use 
any extra rooms available to conduct 
our sleep studies making it more 
comfortable.” 

A school-wide sleep survey was 
sent out to students earlier this 
semester to determine how sleepy 
NECC students really are during the 
day. Those who participated in the 
survey will receive the results any 
day now via their student email 
inbox. 


discussed 


Financial aid is also another 
problem for some students. For some 
students their eligibility for receiving 
financial aid is based on their par- 
ents’ income. 

Fellow student Brittany Wright, a 
psychology major here at Northern 
Essex, says, “It is not fair to be 
denied for financial aid because my 
dad makes enough money because it 
is not coming out of his pocket it is 
coming out of mine.” 

The question of should commu- 
nity colleges be free was brought up. 
For one student her answer was no. 
She said her parents already own two 
businesses, pay enough taxes and are 
barely getting by. If more taxes were 
to be added then it would put too 
much stress on people. Club 
President Joe Donlon believes that 
community colleges should not nec- 
essarily be free but should be much 
cheaper than they are now. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Long-delayed Khmer Rouge 
genocide trial to begin 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia - 
Human rights groups welcomed 
the long-awaited start Monday of 
Cambodia's first genocide trial, 
but urged the U.N.-backed tribunal 
to bring many more Khmer Rouge 
leaders to justice. 

The tribunal is seeking to 
establish responsibility for the 
ultra-communist group's brutal 
1975-79 rule, when an estimated 
1.7 million Cambodians died of 
execution, starvation, slave-like 
working conditions and medical 
neglect. 

On Monday, prosecutors 
launch their case against Kaing 
Guek Eav, also known as Duch, 
who is accused of crimes against 
humanity and war crimes, as well 
as torture and homicide. 

Four other senior Khmer 
Rouge leaders are to be tried over 
the next year. The group's top 
leader, Pol Pot, died in 1998. 

Duch commanded the main 
Khmer Rouge prison, named S-21 
or Tuol Sleng, where as many as 
16,000 men, women and children 
are believed to have been sent to 
their deaths after undergoing tor- 
ture. 

“The Cambodian people will 
finally see one of the most notori- 
ous Khmer Rouge leaders face 
trial,” the human rights group 
Amnesty International said in a 
statement. “But many more need 
to face the court to really deliver 
-justice to the millions of victims of 
these horrific crimes.” 

“The successful start of the 
Duch trial ... does nothing to 
address the fact that only five peo- 
ple may be held accountable for 


the crimes that led to the deaths of 
as many as 2 million people,” Brad 
Adams, Asia director at New 
York-based Human Rights Watch 
said. “It's a ridiculous proposition 
that only five people should be 
held accountable.” 


| Lights dim for Earth 
Hour 


CHICAGO - From = an 
Antarctic research base and the 
Great Pyramids of Egypt to the 
Empire State Building in New 
York, illuminated patches of the 
globe went dark Saturday for 
Earth Hour, a campaign to -high- 
light the threat of climate change. 

Time zone by time zone, near- 
ly 4,000 cities and towns in 88 
countries joined the event spon- 
sored by the World Wildlife Fund 
to dim nonessential lights from 
8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The cam- 
paign began in Australia in 2007 
and last year grew to 400 cities 
worldwide. 

Organizers initially worried 
enthusiasm this year would wane 
with. the world focused on ‘the 
global economic crisis, said Earth 
Hour executive director Andy 
Ridley. But he said it apparently 
had the opposite effect. 

“Earth Hour has always been 
a positive campaign; it's always 
around street. parties, not street 
protests, it's the idea of hope, not 
despair. And I think that's some- 
thing that's been incredibly impor- 
tant this year because there is so 
much despair around,” he said. 

U.N. Secretary Ban Ki-moon 
called Earth Hour “a way for the 
citizens of the world to send a 
clear message: They want action 
on climate change.” 
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What if she’s just not that into you? 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


Recently a movie came out enti- 
tled, “He’s just not that into you,” and 
I thought to myself, well that is a lit- 
tle sexist. Why couldn’t it just simply 
have been called, “She’s just not that 
into you.” Surely we are past the 
point in the 50s where women are all 
about catering to the men. What 
about the women who are hard work- 
ing, independent, going to school, 
and know what they want in life? 
Maybe she’s just not that into him? 
Wouldn’t it be nice to see a woman 
who wrote a book about it going onto 
talk shows promoting it, and being 
the one consoling the men? 

Granted the book’s author seems 
like he knows everything. I’m pretty 
sure he’s been in the position where 
she’s been just not that into him more 
than once or twice in his lifetime - I 
wonder how he handled it? He argues 
that we should just sit around and 
wait for the men — that that’s the only 
way that the world works. One of my 
best male friends is really into a girl 
but is still really just too afraid to tell 
her. Does that mean that he is just not 
that into her? The world is just too 
absurd and complex for you to even 
think that you have everything down 
pat. So without further ado I present 
you with a top ten list of ways to tell 
that she is just not that into him. Take 


it all with a grain of salt. 

1) Talking about her ex is gener- 
ally a bad sign - It’s okay to let her 
talk about her ex every now and then. 
But if you find yourself listening to 
her mishaps and mistakes with him 
more often than not, then chances 
are, she’s just not that into you. 


2) She always wants to hang out. 


with a group of people and not just 
with you instead-- Surprise! Sally, 
Margaret and Anne are all coming 
out with us! I hope you don’t mind, 
do you? Boys, here’s a little bit of 
advice. In 90 percent of the cases 
she’s just not that into you. 

3) She isn’t calling and rarely 
returns your phone calls - Haven’t 
you ever done this to somebody 
before? It’s the same thing... only 
you're the one being avoided! 

4) She answers all of your phone 


calls from a private phone number, . 


but not with your phone number 
instead - What’s wrong with that? 
One, it’s a little creepy, and two, it 
still won’t score you any points with 
her because she’! know who it was. 
5) She texts other people while 
you’re out on a “date“ - What do you 
do when you’re stuck somewhere 
that you don’t want to be at? You 
begin texting people! Females seem 
to have this natural innate ability to 
text others (being natural born com- 
municators) more often than men. So 
if she’s texting other people when 
you’re out on your date, then... 


Se 


Courtesy of google.com 


You may be pumped to be going with her, but she obviously doesn’t feel the same. 


6) She never lets you do any 
favors for her (and loves it when you 
go dutch) - What do you do when you 
approach the concession stand for the 
Dark Knight? You pay for her. But 
she recoils. Let her pay for herself 
and then ask yourself, “Why so seri- 
ous,” because she’s just not that into 
you. 

7) She flakes out on all of your 
plans. - “Hi, it’s me again. I was just 
calling to say that I was really hoping 
that we actually do go out on that 
date tonight. Because you know, you 


have bailed out on me so many times 
before in the past...” Don’t be that 


guy. 


8) She goes to the other side of, 


the room and tries to be more than 
one foot apart from you in distance 
and/or she walks away from you 
while you are talking to her mid-sen- 
tence. Pretty self-explanatory actual- 
ly. 

9) If she’s just not that into you 
now, chances are that she probably 
won't be later. I’m pretty wishy- 
washy about golf. I’m pretty sure that 


I’m not just going to wake up one day 
and say “Wow! I really want to play 
golf today (and every day after that).” 
I’m going to let you think about that 
one for a moment. ‘ 


10) “You’re like a brother to me — 


(and/or best friend)” — Ah, the kiss of 
death. Once you’re in the friend 


zone, there’s no turning back from it. . 


There, I have now told you the 
top ten reasons why she might not be 
just that into you. Now go eat cake 


wee 


‘ 
— Sa 


(even if it is a lie) and play xbox, . 


boys. 


Transferring to AMC has never been easier! 


Apply Online. It’s FREE! 
www.annamaria.edu/admissions 


Check out how BIG your scholarship could be: 
www.annamaria.edu/admissions/scholarshipcalculator 


at College an experience of a lifetime! 


For more information contact: 


admissions@annamaria.edu or call 508.849.3360 - 


Connect with your AMC counselor, dedicated to assisting you 
in the process EVERY step of the way! 


At AMC, we’re here to help you achieve your goals, reach your 
dreams and get you where you want to go! 


We have the majors, sports, and activities that will make your time 


- 
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_ Avery haunting ghost asec 


Based on a true story, 
“The Haunting in 
Connecticut” thrills 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


~~ AND 
STEPHEN PURPLE 
_ Copy Editor 


“The Haunting in Connecticut” is 
anewly released movie based off of a 


“tre story about a family in the sum- 
mer of 1987. The family is the 
Campbell's, and they have an older 


son that has been diagnosed with 
cancer and his only treatment option 
is in Goatswood, Conn. The movie 
starts off with pictures of old fash- 


ioned families, but it soon turns out 
that the pictures are of the dead and 
their families. Then it goes into an 


interview with the mother. All while 
this is going on there are magazines 


strewn about the room with pictures 


of a house on it and titles like “Hell 


House.” 
At first the audience has no idea 


about what is going on, just that the 
family had. to buy the house in 


Connecticut, for their son's treatment, 
and that something bad has obvious- 
ly happened to this family based on 
the mother's choice of words. Then 
the real story begins. 


Matt Campbell, played by Kyle 


Gallner, has cancer and it has become 
a burden to drive him back and forth 
to the hospital, so the family needs to 
find a way to be able to stay nearby. 
Matt is now trying a new treatment 
and both parents, played by Virginia 
Madsen and Martin Donovan, agree 


in the end that a second house is what _ 


they need. On the way to a treatment 
session the mother, Sara Campbell, 
drives by a man nailing a” for sale” 
sign into the ground and stops, sim- 
ply asking how much. At first every- 
thing seems perfect, but then the man 


_ Mnentions that the house has a history. 


It's at this point in the movie where 
Sara says no and takes Matt to his 


' treatment. 


On the way back from treatment 
Matt is in such horrible condition that 
Sara ‘feels that she has no other 
choice than to say never mind about 
the house's history and rent it from 
the man who generously brings over 
a mattress, a TV and has the heat 
already turned up for them. This is 
when the first apparitions start to 
appear, first in the TV screen, then in 
Matt's dream and then in a mirror on 
a door. These seem to follow the typ- 
ical horror film plot until you find out 
that if Matt is seeing visions that is a 
sign that his treatment is not working 
and that his cancer has gone to his 
brain. The movie continues and the 
plot thickens. There seems to be a 
more complex history to the house 
than what they eventually find out, 


photo courtesy of everythingscary.com 


Ever thought that there was something under your bed? Well, maybe there was. 


which is that it used to be a funeral 
parlor. Matt and his cousin; Wendy, 
start some digging and find that there 
used to be séances at the house and 
that eventually one of them ended up 
with four people dead and one miss- 
ing. 

The movie has a good sense of 
suspense and knowledge, giving you 
all the right information at the right 
time and provide enough suspense 
such as an apparition or a hallucina- 
tion. At almost two hours long the 
movie didn't seem like the time 
caused it to be any worse off and 
actually provided the right feel for 
the amount of information you are 


forced to -digest at one moment in 
time to the next. There were 
moments where it was hard to even 
keep looking at the screen because of 
the mix of suspense, horror, and pure 
hideous ugliness that you really don't 
want to see what has been put in front 
of your face. 

This movie is not like all the typ- 
ical “based on a true story” horror 
movies like “The Amityville Horror” 
or “The exorcism of Emily Rose.” 
This movie leaves you not feeling 
like you need to look it up on the 
internet to know if it was real or feel- 
ing disappointed because you feel 
like it could have never happened, 


but almost frightened by the thought 
that it could and even sickened by 
what is learned about the house's so 
called history as time progresses. I 
would not recommend this movie for 
the faint of heart, nor would I recom- 
mend it to those who are die hard 
horror fans because this movie is not 
a “Child's Play” or “Nightmare on 
Elm Street.” I would recommend it to 
the person who likes ghost stories, 
horror films, but also can be slightly 


' scared or nervous because this movie 


is all about what you feel and you 
never forget that for a second, 
whether you are alone or with your 
best friend. 


Local band has a refreshing sound — 


Ready for some 
classy indie pop? 
Check Ferris Wheel 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


For. the 
_ sophisticated 
_ music fan that 
is searching 
_ for something 
fresh look no 


further, Ferris 
Wheel is a 
band well 
worth check- 


ing out. Based 
out of North Andover, Ferris Wheel 


is the brainchild of guitarist and_ 


vocalist Josh Bolduc and Justine 
Bowe who plays the piano and also 
contributes her vocals. 

Aside from main songwriters 
Bolduc and Bowe, Ferris Wheel is 
rounded out by bassist Mike 
Wolfenden, Shaheen Lavie-Rouse 
on cello, guitarist Joe Solof, drum- 
mer Mike Moschetto and Sawyer 
Bernath on the trumpet. 

Such a diverse array. of instru- 
ments makes for a very unique and 
refreshing sound which is becoming 
more uncommon every day within 
the local music scene. This original 
sound can be heard on their EP 
“Goody Twos” which was released 
last February. 


“We're trying to play music we 
like without sounding like anybody 
and I think the CD is a good repre- 
sentation,” says Wolfenden, a stu- 
dent at NECC. : 

“Goody Twos” definitely lives up 


‘to the tag of “indie pop with class” 


iar with each other and had jammed 
before in the past. 

Although they do have friends in 
other bands that are working their 
way up the local music scene, Ferris 


_ Wheel doesn't want to be lumped in - 


Such a diverse array of instruments 
makes for a very unique and refreshing 


sound which is becoming more uncom- 
mon every day within the local music 


scene. 


that Wolfenden refers to it as. 
Produced by Moschetto, recorded in 
their basement and financed by the 
band, the record flows well and does- 
n't come across as pretentious as cer- 
tain other indie rock bands. Songs 
like “The All Time Train Dodge” and 
“Whistle” definitely stand out. 
Wolfenden says that Ferris 
Wheel really came together as a 
band when friends kept joining and 
wanting to play based on the music 
that Bolduc and Bowe were mak- 
ing. The entire band’came in one by 
one last year as they were all famil- 


with the rest of those bands. 

When talking about what the 
current wave of local musicians like 
Wolfenden thinks that the scene 
“used to be better. It was a lot more 
fun, now everything is the same.” 

Right now Ferris Wheel is.busy 
gearing up for a battle of the bands 
show on April 4 at the Hotung Café 
at Tufts University followed by a 
show at Tommy Doyle’s in 
Cambridge April 19. The Tommy 
Doyle’s show is like a homecoming 
show because of Ferris Wheel’s 


Ferris Wheel 


past performances there. And after 
that they will continue working on 
new material for a full-length 
record sometime later this year. 

“We're all committed,” 
Wolfenden said. “I drive from here 
to Cambridge once a week, and 
when one of us isn't there we still 
practice.” 

Wolfenden is happy with the 


Courtesy photo 
band members Joe Solof, Mike 


Wolfenden, Josh Bolduc and Sawyer Bernath. 


progress his band has made: “First 
time we played there was 20 of our 
friends. Last show we played there 
was 90 people and they were all 
singing along.” 

The future seems bright for the 
up and coming Ferris Wheel and if 
there EP is any indicator then their 
full length album should be even 
better. 
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The new installment of 
the “Resident Evil” 
series equals amazing. 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The day has come and went but 
“Resident Evil” fans are still rejoic- 
ing everywhere for the latest install- 
ment that leaves the player not only 
wanting more and capable of achiev- 
ing that more, but also has a style 
much like halo but with a feel that 
only “Resident Evil” can have, not to 
mention the guns and fighting styles 
unique to the series. 

There are so many things about 
this game that just talking about the 
playing style, which is third person 
shooter with the option of co-op with 
a friend either online or right next to 
you in a split screen, doesn't even 
begin to cover how amazing this 
game is. The extra features in the 
game alone, such as collecting treas- 
ures; BSAA (Bioterrorism Security 
Assessment Alliance) Emblems; 
guns, such as rifles, hand guns, mag- 
nums, shotguns and machine guns; 
and various grenades and items like 
eggs and dead bride's necklaces, keep 
the play interesting and challenging 


enough that you feel you need to 
accomplish something, but not so 
challenging that you want to give up. 
The mercenaries are fun and give the 
player the challenge of unlocking 
new levels and characters and they 
test theplayers abilities such as stay- 
ing alive, using your weapons profi- 
ciently, collecting ammo and health 
and running for your life. 

The plot line of the game is a mix 
of an old grudge between our hero 


Chris Redfield and our main villain - 


Albert Wesker who have hated each 
other since the first game, added on 
the fact that to the best of Redfield's 
knowledge his old partner, Jill 
Valentine, the heroine of both 
“Resident Evil” and “Resident Evil: 
Nemesis,” died at Wesker's hand try- 
ing to save him. Added on to this plot 
is the plot from “Resident Evil 4” 
which involves a parasite called Las 
Plagas. In this game the Las Plagas 
has been tampered with afid made 
more efficient and effective through a 
more convenient but disgusting way 
of forcing an almost fully grown par- 
asite down one's throat. We also have 
old viruses such as the T- and G- 
virus, the T-Veronica Virus, and a 
new Progenitor Virus that started it 
all. All of this has been used to create 
the ultimate doomsday virus, 
Uroboros. Then you find out that Tri- 


a 


Big surprises in ‘Resident Evil 5” 


« 
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The two main protagonists of “Resident Evil 5,” Chris Redfield and Sheva Alomar 
covering each other’s backs during computer play in the Public Assembly. 


Cell, the main pharmaceutical com- 
pany that founded the BSAA, are 
actually the new Umbrella 
Corporation and have been funding 
Uroboros and the research involving 
the other viruses. Silly Redfield 
thought that it was just a mission with 
a new person who he came to know 
as his partner, Sheva Alomar, to get 
in, stop a bioterrorism deal, and get 
out. 

Not only is this plot super inter- 
twined, you can play it on amateur, 


normal and veteran, and then after 
you beat veteran a new professional 
mode opens up. There are files to be 


earned, infinite ammo to pursue — 


through the act of upgrading 
weapons and gaining exchange 
points, figures which are characters 
and beasts from the game that 
include sound and character styles 
such as Sheva Clubbing or Chris 
Safari. There is no end to the tasks 
that can be accomplished. 

This: game is so addicting and 


perfect for the “Resident Evil” series. 
I would recommend it to any fan of 
the “Resident Evil” games, “Silent 
Hill” fans and the fans of shooter 
games, whether you care for plot or 
not because you do have the capabil- 
ity to skip the scene, which can also 
be watched after the game is com- 
pleted, as a whole. I actually recopn- 
mend this game to everyone, but not 
everyone may share my enthusiasm. 


Christian films 


17th Annual Christian 
Film Festival to be held 
in Lawrence April 5-12 


By BRITTANY SAAB 
Correspondent 


Are you low on 
cash like most of us? 
Trying to save a few 
dollars by cutting 
back on some fun 
activities like going 
shopping, out to eat, 
| to the movies, etc? 
Well get ready 
4) because from April 5 
through April 12 a local Easter tradition is 
returning to the area, providing you with a 


_ FREE movie going experience. That's right, 


Palm Sunday. through Easter Sunday the 17th 
Annual Merrimac Valley Christian Film 
Festival (MVCFF) will be returning to the 
Showcase Cinemas 1-6, Route 114 at 
Interstate 495, South Lawrence. 

This is quite a unique experience for the 
Merrimack Valley. What better week to be 
watching powerful and moving faith based 
films than Easter week? What better format 
than at a movie theater? And, what better price 
to go to the movies in these tough times than 
for free? The Christian Film Festivals of 
America, Inc., is a non-profit corporation. 
This Christian ministry travels to’ different 
cities throughout the United States, rents two 
screens in a large cinema complex for one 
week, and presents 10 to 14 different Christian 
movies from approximately 11 a.m. to 11p.m. 
continuously for the seven days and eight 
nights. There are approximately 75 - 85 shows 
during that time period. Over the past 17 years 
there have been 34 film festivals held around 
the country; 16 in New England, four on the 
central coast of California, two in Southern 
California, five in Orlando, Fla., three in the 
Upstate area of South Carolina, two in 
Syracuse, N.Y. and one each in Memphis, 


Tenn. and Rochester, N.Y. 
This year MVCFF was almost canceled. 


The MVCFF originally started in 1993 at the 


Salem Tri Cinemas in Salem, N.H. After clos- 
ing they moved over to cinemas 1-6 on Rt. 
114 in Lawrence. Unexpectedly the 1-6 the- 
aters closed in the fall leaving only the 7-14 
theaters open. However, through much nego- 
tiation and prayer, they were permitted to use 
two theaters aoross the street in sections 7-14. 
So come be a part of a free, moral, entertain- 
ing experience next week at the Christian 
Film Festival. 

For further information Call 978-686- 
4242, visit www.christianfilmfestival.org, or 
their recently launched Myspace at 
www.myspace.com/christianfilmfesticval. - 

The Films being shown: 

“Fireproof’- This passionate love story 
made $35 million in profit when it was 
released last September. The story is surround- 
ing the dramatic life of fireman Caleb Holt 
(Kirk Cameron- Growing Pains) struggling to 
fight for his relationship with his new bride. 
Rated PG 

“Saving God”- Ex Con Armstrong Cane 
(Ving Rhames-Mission Impossible) returns 


home a changed man looking to take over his ~ 


father's old church but is filled with challenges 
of being surrounded by gangs and drugs. Also 
starring Ricardo Chivara (Desperate 
Housewives). Rated PG13 

“Billy the Early Years”- This film paints a 
portrait of Graham against the backdrop of his 
life before he launched his crusades that are 
known throughout the world. Rated PG 

"The Secrets of Jonathan Sperry"- Former 
"Love Boat" Captain Gavin MacLeod plays a 
kindly gentleman who befriends three boys 
and teaches them good values through the use 
of the Bible. Rated PG. 

"Pilgrims Progress - Journey to Heaven"- 
Based on the famous 17th Century book writ- 
ten by John Bunyon, about a man named 
Christian on his journey to the Celestial City. 
Rated PG. 

Also bring your kids to the Children's 
matinee's featuring the hilarious and valuable 
“Veggie Tales.” 


You want to 
transfer to a 
college that fits. 


At Merrimack 
College, we -__ 
make that easy. 


* Catholic, coeducational college 
¢ Transfer application process and credit approval — both liberal and efficient 
e Academic and need-based scholarships available é 
® Transter admission for both fall and spring semesters 
¢-Majors offered through Liberal Arts, Science and Engineering, Business 
® Housing available to transfer students ‘ 
¢ Close to Boston with easy access to the city, beaches, ski resorts 
* Cooperative Education; Internships, Study Abroad available to 
transfer students: 


Academic Excellence 
Accounting, Athletic Training, Biology /Biotechnology, Chemistry, 
Civil Engineering, Computer Science /Information Technology, 
Communication Studies, Criminology, Economics, Electrical & Computer 
Engineering, English, Fine Arts/Art and Art History/Digital Media Arts, 
Finance, French, Health Science, History, International Business, 
Management/Sports Management, Marketing, Mathematics, Philosophy, _ 
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Religious Studies, Romance Languages, 
Sociology, Spanish, Sports Medicine/ Pre-Physical Therapy/ 
Strength & Conditioning. 
Come Visit Us! 
¢ Attend a Transfer Student Open House and take a tour 

(see www.merrimack.edu/ register) 
* Schedule a personal visit with our Director of Transfer Admission. 

Call 978-837-5100 for an appointment. 


www.merrimack.edu * admission@merrimack.edu * 978-837-5100 


Merrimack College 


NORTH ANDOVER, MA z 
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WOD'VAOVYIVIIVY MMM 


GOPZILLA GOES THROUGH 3 


“| know it’s displaced anger, but | blame PR CONGAGEME CHASE. 


my mother for your stupid tiny couch.” 


Crossword 


"www.harrybliss.com 


«'.. If you get to the pitchfork-shaped cloud, 
you’ve gone too far.” 


NO THANKS OFFICER. 
I'M JuST LOOKING. 


SNOOLUY? ZiTYs LHOTYAdO> LOOT 


ACROSS 
1 Sudden muscle 
contraction 
6 Pretense 

10 Financial 
auditors, often: 
abbr. 

14 Rich dessert 

15 Vocal sound 

16 Stop 

17 Omani or 
Cambodian 

18 Word with 
history or 
surgeon 

19 Celebes buffalo 

20..Boston 

22 Storage closet 

24 Dreadful 

25 Sail support 

26 Trunks 

29 Use a divining 
rod 


30 Accessory with a 


bow in the back 
31 Prominent 
33 Rye disease 
37 Swine 
39 Of a military 
branch 


-41 Farm structure 


42 Say 

44 True 

46 Dr. Dolittle, for 
one 

47 Synthetic fiber 

49 Carved gems 

51 Teach anew 

54 Prefix for circle 
or sweet 

55 Horrified 

56 Felt bitter 
about 

60 Crow 

61 Double 

63 Nightingale, for 

one 

64 Nota __ 

65 Long periods 

66 Rib 

67 Residents: suf. 

68 Was carried 
along 

69 Lid problems 


DOWN 
1 Puncture 


oo Co Be 

ZEEE Beaaee 
HRBEES ee 
HEARS BAB 
BEES Boos Bees 
ZEEE ZEEE ZEEE 
MERE Be Ze 
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4 Pedestals Solutions 
5 Bring up 
6 Author Harriet 
7 Musical 
instrument 
8 Santa__, CA 
9 Like fine wine 
10 Enchanters 
11 World Wildlife 
Fund emblem 
12 Lily varieties 
13 Onset 
21 Bean or Welles 
23 Domed building 
projection 
25 Now 
26 Goes over 
27 Final notice 
28 Latvian capital 
29 English county 
32 Animal's 45 Feels awful 53 Early Scottish 
defense about chief 
34 Be generous 48 Word with box or 54 Intelligence 
35 Muffin topper bug 56 Outer covering 
36 Kids 50 Musical number 57 Salver 
38 Warehouses 51 Apostles’ title for 58 Being: Lat. 


WODYRIVUSVADVYMMM 


2 Sit for an artist 40 Ties shoes 
3 Oratorio melody 43 Generations 


Jesus 
52 Wading bird 


59 Dreadful marks 
62 Court 
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She remarked that anyone could 


be a former slave and also warned . 


that anyone could be a slave traf- 
ficker. There are traffickers work- 
ing within the United States. It is 
not hard to believe that prominent 
officials are involved with the ille- 
gal institution. 

“$29.7 billion in profit is made 
through human trafficking,” said 
Fernando. 

Fernando's way to combat the 
rising profits was establishing the 
Nivasa Foundation. According to 
their information pamphlet they, 
“assist former victims of enslave- 
ment by supporting their rehabilita- 
tion needs and those of their fami- 
lies.” : 

The second half of the seminar 
was a short film called “Fields of 
Mudan.” It centered on a young 
Asian girl who was sold out by her 
family to earn money as a Sex slave. 
She was left in a room with other 
young girls and was lined up every 
day for prospective clients. She 
dreamed of a better life in America 
with her Mother until one day she 
stood next to a window after a 
client had finished and saw an 
American flag waving in the dis- 


HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 


COURSES: BOSTON CAMPUS 


- Scholars Program for high achieving 
seniors. Earn college credits and get 
a taste of undergraduate academics 


- Pre-College Art & Design 
ONLINE COURSES 
STUDY ABROAD: MADRID SPAIN 
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tance. 

It really hit home not only the 
debasing environment that millions 
of people, adults and children, go 
through every day but puts it right 
in our backyard in a way we can't 
ignore. 

Fernando gives lectures and 
presentations at schools, universi- 
ties and religious communities 
across the country. She encouraged 
the audience to do the same in any 
way they can. 

“Have a pool party. Invite your 
neighbors. We have to educate peo- 
ple,” said Fernando. 

A lot of victims are afraid to 
speak out about their experience. 
Their captors break their will; 
threaten to kill them or their fami- 


-lies, fill them with a misplaced feel- 


ing of shame, shoot them up with 
drugs or tell them they'll be deport- 
ed if they talk. 

No one asks to be in these posi- 
tions. Most are dreamers looking 
for a better life but turned to the 
wrong people. Some are just mind- 
ing their business and enjoying 
their day and then taken without 
warning. 

“They hire attractive young 
men to woo girls and then kidnap 
them, rape them, fill them with 


drugs,” was one of the scenarios 
Fernando gave about how the traf- 
fickers cumulate slaves. 

We might take the opportunities 
in America for granted, but the 
emphasis of the American Dream is 
strong overseas. People want to 
come to America. They want to ful- 
fill that hope of a better life. All 
they need to trap you is give you 
the wrong papers and back you 
against a wall with the threat of 
being deported. 


The main point is that this is a- 


very real, very ugly epidemic. One 
day it could be someone you know. 
It could be you. People are crying 
out and need the help of those who 
are more fortunate. 

Fernando blacked out after she 
jumped and woke up in the hospi- 
tal. The doctor told her that she was 
paralyzed and said it would be a 
miracle if she ever walked again. 
Fernando was overwhelmed with 
joy that she exclaimed to the doc- 
tor, “Don't worry, Doctor! I'm 
going to walk!” 

She stood throughout the whole 
presentation. 

For more information on how 
you can help stop human traffick- 
ing please visit www.nivasafounda- 
tion.org. 


Nick Sermuksnis photo 
Beatrice Fernando engages the audience with her _ 
experience as a slave at the Tech Center on March 9. 
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The more you think, the more you'll think Suffolk. 


BRITTANY CALDWELL 
Correspondent 


It all 
started as 
— a spur of 
it hee 
moment 
fists 
weekend 
to New 
York City 
for a 
chance to 


' Show, “America’s Next Top 

‘odel” (created by ex-super model 

ta Banks). On Friday, March 13, 

0 Close friends of mine and I were 
on four and a half hour road trip to 

_ midtown Manhattan. 

__ When we got into our hotel room, 

e had a perfect view of Manhattan, 

and all we could think was that noth- 
ng could go wrong! Well, here is a 
lesson to anyone reading this, please, 
always hope for the best and expect 
the worst, because just when you 

think nothing can go wrong, it does, 

and ina very big way. I should have 
known right then that this cute little 
New York trip to audition for 
“America’s Next Top Model” was 
_not going to be cute, but a nightmare 
' that never seemed to end. 

_ The next mormming we went to the 
Park Central New York Hotel for the 
auditions. There was only a small 
line, so we walked right in line and 
were probably about tenth in line. A 
girl named Samantha came in line 
right after us; who knew we were 


Alternative Edge 


going to be with her for the next nine 
hours. As the line began to grow, 
about an hour later (at 8 in the morn- 
ing), there was well over 1,000 
model hopefuls. 

This was a unique season for 
America’s Next Top Model. Cycle 13 
is going to be for aspiring models 
under the height of 5’7”. Well oops, 
I’m 58”, but it said right on the 
application that the producers do 
make exceptions! When they said 
5’7” though, I’m pretty sure they did- 
n’t mean that any weight and look 
was accepted. Let me tell you, there 
was some pretty big and ugly girls in 
this line, and I think it was wonderful 
that they had enough confidence 
because plus size models do exist and 
why shouldn’t bigger women get a 
shot at fame? However, many of the 
smaller girls kept making comments, 
which was really upsetting and caus- 
ing many fights Pee girls 
throughout the day. 

The audition was supposed to 
start at 10 a.m. on the west side of the 
hotel. Girls were being let in at 8:30 
a.m. on the opposite side of the build- 
ing, and it was purely by luck. The 
girls who got to go in first were the 
last ones to get there. Now, I didn’t 
necessarily mind the waiting, I just 
thought that that’s how it was at these 
kinds of things. 


A group of Indonesian tourists 


apparently thought I was the only 
model in line, as 22 (yes, everyone 
around me counted) different 
Indonesian men asked if they could 
get their picture taken with the 
“American model.” One girl made a 
comment saying that “even though 


she’s tall and blonde hair and blue 
eyes, she is not the only American.” 
This kind of upset me because I can’t 
help how I look. And as I was the 
minority within the crowd, I stood 
out, as any minority would. Minutes 
later, I got interviewed by New 
York’s Channel 11 News. Everyone 
was getting so mad, but really they 
had much more to be mad about. 

As this experience started to look 
hopeful, it was now 10:30 a.m. and 
the line hadn’t moved at all. The 
hotel security would not tell anyone 
which door they were letting girls in, 
just that girls were being let in. By 
noon the line still hadn’t moved. The 
line now was about 15 feet wide and 
thousands deep. FINALLY! The line 
began to move. Well, not so much 
good news. We had to go around the 
whole entire building. The line was 
only moving about 10 feet every 40 
minutes. 

Along the way, many friends 
were made, because really, all we had 
to do was talk and complain about 
what was going on. Claire Rodriguez 
told us all that she “had done this 
before” and that she had “never seen 
it this crazy before.” 

We were now standing on the 
back side of the building. We were at 
a standstill for over an hour, and 
many girls began to panic as it was 
1:30 and the auditions were supposed 
to end at 3. As model hopefuls began 
to realize their dreams weren’t going 
to come true today, people started 
just pushing through the crowd. 
Every single time_.we moved, I swear 
I didn't even move my feet, I feel like 
I was just being dragged along. 


NECC Observer 


April1, 2009 Page 13 


‘Top Model audition turns ugly for NECC student 


Courtesy of Splash News 


Police hold the crowd back at the “Top Model” audi- 
tions on Saturday, March 14, in New York City. 


As the model hopefuls began to 
get restless, I just stood there, pray- 
ing that I would at least get a chance 


. to get in the door and audition after 


all this time and money. The barriers 
that were finally put up kept getting 
pushed over and ultimately kept get- 
ting wider. We all looked so. insane 
trying to get to the door every time 
the line moved. 

When my two friends finally 
couldn't take it anymore, I stood in 
this line alone. I truly believed that I 
was going to get in. When they came 
back from going to the bathroom 
after nine hours, I told them that if 
the line didn't make a significant 
move within the next time the door 
opened that we could leave. Well, 
remember I said expect the worst? I 
did, and the line did not move at all. I 


_ just got pushed. Finally I asked a cop 


to please move a barrier because I 


needed to leave. 

Samantha from earlier on the day 
had called my cell phone saying: 
“You'll never believe what just hap- 
pened! There was a huge riot andpeo- 
ple are getting arrested and going to 
the hospital! They canceled the audi- 
tions and no one got in after you 
left!” 

I seriously could not believe what 
I was hearing. We left, and within a 
half hour all hell broke loose. This 
audition led to three arrests and six 
people getting seriously hurt; This 
audition is even being called a melee. 

After trying to fulfill a childhood 
dream of being a fashion model, it 
was shattered in nine hours and what 
seemed like an eternity. I had more 
fun taking pictures with the 
Indonesian tourists and being inter- 
viewed by a local station. I guess I 
got my two minutes of fame. 


sSesestossesseranstrs 


. ARIES (March 20- 

. April 18) - Home changes 

or financial obligations 

Aries are accented. this week. 

Many Aries natives will 

now begin publicly clarifying their 

‘long-term intentions. Single Aries 

natives can expect several new 

romantic interests; already commit- 

ted Aries natives will be asked for 

renewed promises. After Thursday 

key officials may demand completed 

projects or provide unreliable 

instructions. If so, expect minor dis- 

tuptions and new gossip before mid- 

April. An emotional week: react hon- 
estly to all questions. 


TAURUS (April 19- 
May 19) - Before mid- 
week private family trian- 
beer are gles, traditional roles or 
long-term home plans may require 
serious decision. Don't change your 
original vision: although demanding, 
this is a positive time for reclaiming 
past ideas or improving emotional 
strategies. Stay dedicated. Later this 
week some Taureans may encounter 
an unexpected romantic or social 
proposal. A confident response - is 
best: at present new friends or poten- 
tial lovers will demand bold state- 
ments of affection. 


I] June 20) - Safety, security 
and long-term business 
Gemind ventures will soon 

become almost effortless: 
after Tuesday expect loved ones to 
defer to your career ideas or adopt 
your vision of the future. For many 

Geminis this is an important step in 

emotional development: follow your 

instincts. Late Thursday a three week 
period of social disruption and fami- 


GEMINI (May 20- . 


ly debate begins. Friends and rela- 
tives will request meaningful home 
changes or revised routines. Remain 
balanced: much is changing. 


CANCER (June 21- 

re) July 21) - Business tactics 
will be hidden this week: 

cancer before mid-week expect 
managers to avoid direct questions or 
withhold important facts. Don't be 
derailed: all will soon work in your 
favor. Do, however, watch payment 
amounts and official records. 
Wednesday through Saturday high- 
lights new income sources, revised 
job roles and detailed discussions 
with key officials. Be thorough: 


‘accuracy will soon prove vital. After 


this weekend search out new social 
events: change is healthy. 


(July 22-August 22) - 
Sudden flirtations will 


LEO 


S2, now be difficult to resist. 
For many Leos this marks 
Leo the start of five weeks of 


fast romantic exchanges 
and meaningful social change. Don't 
question the seriousness or candor of 
others: all is as it appears. Tuesday 
through Saturday pay attention to the 
subtle comments of relatives or trust- 
ed friends. Someone close may feel 
misunderstood or socially isolated. 
Stay open. Late this weekend wis- 


dom may arrive without warning: 


watch dreams for valuable clues. 
VIRGO (August 23-September 
21) - Silly moments 
: between ffiends are 
enjoyable this week: after 
Virgo Monday expect gossip 
and fast social specula- 
tion to be highly distracting. Avoid 
the shy or withdrawn types, if possi- 


ble: someone close may be more 
emotionally vulnerable than expect- 
ed. Wednesday through Friday loved 


ones may express a need for financial 


changes, revised home routines or 
shared obligations. All is well, so not 


‘ to worry. Do, however, expect minor 


delays or rare social outbursts: pride 


may be an issue. 


LIBRA (September 22-October 
22) - Work negotiations 

() will be postponed over the 
«sues next few days. Although 
Libra, complex assignments are 
anticipated, business rela- 
tions will be cheerful. Stay focused: 
for many Librans this time is best 
used to complete outstanding tasks. 
After Thursday watch for unexpected 


- social reversals or minor disagree- 


ments in the home. Cancelled plans 
or broken promises may be a key 
concern: remain determined. Late 
Sunday a fast romantic proposal will 
demand response: ask for clarity. 


SCORPIO (October = 23- 
November 21) - Rely on 
humor and witty 


exchanges in all business 
Scorpio relationships this week. At 
present anxious work part- 
ners or doubtful colleagues may 
require distraction. Tuesday through 
Friday a social invitation may pro- 


_ vide a surprising job prospect: pay 


special attention to rare financial dis- 
cussions or new management oppor- 
tunities. Late this weekend a roman- 
tic partner or new lover may be sen-’ 
timental or emotionally needy. Be 
supportive: from time-to-time we all 
need extra attention. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(November 22-December 
‘'20) - Habitual routines 
Sagittarius May this week be easily 
derailed by pride, indif- 
ference and social denial. Family 
members may cancel social plans, 
dispute established facts or challenge 
group decisions. Diplomacy is vital: 
avoid probing questions and encour- 
age loved ones to make peace with 
the past. Late this week powerful 
insights are available concerning 
long-term romantic obligations and 
shared home aspirations. State your 
observations and wait for response: 
discussion is needed. 


CAPRICORN (December 21- 
ra January 19) - Sports, exer- 
43 


cise or outdoor activities 
will now appeal: expect 
Capricort health, fitness and roman- 
tic attraction to soon dramatically 
improve. Some Capricorns may also 
experience compelling dreams and 
vivid impressions. If so, watch for 
important clues concerning revised 
roles in long- term relationships. 
After Thursday a social invitation 
may be unusually vague. At present 
friends are lacking confidence and 
may need time to adjust to family 
changes: offer warm acceptance. 


AQUARIUS (January 20- 
February 18) - Home rou- 

VN tines, will this week bring 
VN new family intimacy and 
Aquarivs familiar comforts. For 
some Aquarians this 


marks an end to several weeks of 


public stress, workplace pressure and 
social criticism. Tuesday through 
Saturday pay attention to the com- 
ments of a friend. Key issues may 


involve recent social mistakes, work- 
place politics or hidden agendas 
between colleagues. Stay alert. Later 
this weekend plan new activities or 
quiet times with loved ones: energy 
may be low. 


4 


Pisces 


PISCES (February 19- 
March 19) - Social gather- 
ings, humor and philo- 
sophic discussion may 
now bring controversial 
friendships into your life. All is well, 
so not to worry. Do, however, 
respond honestly to the questions or 


-comments of loved ones. This is not 


the right time to avoid difficult emo- 
tional issues. After Thursday friends 
or work mates may announce revised 
family relationships or unusual 
romantic proposals. If so, expect 
vague gossip and unreliable social 
decisions:.avoid fast judgements and 
wait for clarity. 


If your birthday is _ this 
week...new home plans and social 
expansion will be an ongoing theme 


for the next 4 to 5 months. Pay spe-- 


cial attention to the needs of loved 
ones and close relatives. Extended 
travel, unique educational programs 
or delicate business decisions may 
soon require emotional support. In 
the coming 16 weeks key relation- 


_ ships may also experience renewed 


trust and increased intimacy. Enjoy 
private moments will close compan- 
ions and expect social and romantic 
commitments to expand throughout 
summer. After mid-August financial 
opportunities will be promising. 
Investments, shared expenses and 
new budgets are accented. 

For private consultation, 
please visit www.mysticstars.net. 


~~ 
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The Road to the Final Four 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 
ry The  64- 

: team NCAA 
tournament has 
seen its way 
dewn to the 
Final Four 
competitors, 
who will face 
_off in Detroit 
this weekend. 
: s« The second 
em Michigan State Spartans out of 
the Midwest region will take on the top 
seed out of the West region, from the 
Big East, the UConn Huskies. Also 
from the Big East, the third seeded 
Villanova Wildcats will be up against 
the always dangerous and number one 
overall ranked team still in contention, 
the North Carolina -Tar Heels. 
Michigan State had the tough task of 


challenging the number one team in. 


the country, Louisville, to make it to 
Detroit. Villanova had the same for- 
tune as they overcame the odds to 
defeat the number two overall 
Pittsburgh. Although each of these 
teams has proven they have what it 
takes to make it this far, the tourna- 
ment doesn’t end until a champ has 
been crowned and the traditional net 
cutting ceremony has ensued. 

The first couple rounds of the tour- 
nament played out like the beginning 
of a Cinderella story for many. It’s 
almost worse to have the fifth seed in 
the tournament than the 12th seed, as 
three out of four of the 5’ers lost to the 
bottom feeding 12’s.. In the Midwest 
region, it was Utah who held the fifth 
spot down, for less than 40 minutes of 
the tournament as Arizona had them 
bumped early with a rather convincing 
84-71 win last weekend. Another pow- 
erhouse of a fifth seed in the form of 
Florida State, a well-established col- 
lege franchise, was knocked off in the 
first round as well by a less than pow- 
erful Wisconsin team. Wisconsin bare- 
ly wedged by with a two-point victory. 
In the South region, Western 
Kentucky, as they did last year, took 


Manny, My Hero 


their low position on the board and 
upset Illinois in the first round before 
dropping to Gonzaga in the second. 
The only fifth seed that actually pros- 
pered was Perdue, who managed to 
squeak into the Sweet 16 before 
UConn sent them on their way. 

There was no Cinderella story 
played out this season. The biggest 
upset of the tournament fell in the 
Midwest region at the feet of Wake 
Forest, who’s former alumni include 
perennial MVP candidate Chris Paul 
and San Antonio Spurs pillar Tim 
Duncan. The fourth seeded team was 
upset by the 13th seeded Cleveland 
State, and in very upsetting fashion, 
losing by 15 points. The Midwest 
region struggled with their superior 
seeds throughout. Aside from the 
aforementioned Utah and Wake Forest 
losses, Siena defeated Ohio State (a 
ninth seed over an eighth), USC beat 
Boston College (a tenth seed over a 
seventh seed) and Dayton topped West 
Virginia (an eleventh seed over the 
sixth). 

Despite the lack of Louisville or 
Pittsburgh in the Final Four, the 
matchups all have the makings for an 
unbelievable game. UConn is ranked 
better than Michigan State but numer- 
ous variables come into play both on 
and off the court. The game is being 
played in Detroit; just a stones throw 
away from East Lansing where the 
Spartans play their home games. In 
other words, the turn out for Spartan 
fans to Huskies fans will be slightly 
skewed. A force to be reckoned with 
on UConn is Hasheem Thabeet. The 
73” center averaged a double double 
in points and rebounds all season, 
while averaging over four blocked 
shots a game. Thabeet is a solid 
defender to say the least, but Michigan 
State owns the rights to the two top 
defensive players in the NCAA, Travis 
Walton and Goran Suton. It is a rela- 
tively even match up and should prove 
to be a quality low scoring bout unless 
either team strays from their eae plan 
of lockdown defense. 

Tyler Hansbrough and the Tar 
Heels are looking to do something 
they have yet to with the 4 time All- 


MCTCampus photo 


UConn’s Haseem Thabeet, a Helenan candidate, towers over Missouri gaurd Zaire 
Taylor as he looks for a shot. Mizzou lost to UConn in the Elite 8 last Saturday. 


American playing in his final season at 
North Carolina: win the champi- 
onship. It’s been four years now since 
Roy Williams had introduced the 
world to the likes of Hansbrough and 
this is the final chance they would 
have to take down the prestigious hon- 
ors of National Champions. It would- 
n’t be anything new to Williams to win 
a Championship as 
he already has but 
for Hansbrough it 
would be a tough 
way to end his col- 
lege career. Their 
opposition in the 
Wildcats could be 
more trouble than 
their mere two-point 
victory over 
Pittsburgh would 
allow us .to believe. 
Although they did- 
n’t win in convinc- 


ing fashion, they’re hungry to bring 
Head Coach Jay Wright his first 
NCAA title. The other three coaches, 
Williams, Jim Calhoun of Uconn and 
Tom Izzo of Michigan State have all 
won NCAA titles before. Approach 
that in one of two ways, either their 
experience could help them prosper or 
the lack of a title will propel Wright to 


the forefront with a competitive edge 
and the lust for a victory that the others 
are already familiar with. 

Nevertheless, as the final game . 
concludes on April 6, one of these four 
teams will have re-established them- 
selves as the best team in NCAA bas- 


- ketball, whereas the others will have to 


try again next year. 


The Time is Right for a 
Johnson & Wales University 


Education 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


The name Manny Ramirez may invoke 
unpleasant feelings to many especially in the 
New England area. For some that name may 
even cause anger, rage and the inability to start 
spewing out insults and swears at him. But I 
don’t feel any of this; would you like to know 
why? I don’t freak out at the mention of his name 
because Manny Ramirez is my hero. 

There it is I said it. I don’t care. For all of 
that has been said and written about Ramirez late- 
ly everyone fails to mention what he’s accom- 
plished for the game and that his antics give base- 
ball a well deserved shot of adrenaline. You’re 
probably thinking that I’m talking out of my you 
know what right now but don’t take it from me 
look at his stats. 

He’s made the all star selection 12 times in 
his career, he was the World Series MVP and he 
led the American League in home runs with 43 
during the 2004 season. Overall throughout his 
career he has accumulated 527 home runs, 1725 
runs batted in and a batting average of .314. On 
top of that he isn’t involved in any way, shape or 
form with performance enhancing drugs like 
some players we know (cough, cough, A-Rod I’ll 
never forgive you). 

So why is it that Ramirez doesn’t get any 
love? This is especially true when talking about 
his former fans and teammates in the Boston area. 
Oh wait I see why, it’s because he has a bad atti- 


tude, Manny being Manny, he isn’t a team player, 
David Ortiz gets all the good press etc... the list 
could go on and on but I can defend Ramirez’s 
name when it comes to these allegations. 

First off Ramirez’s attitude shouldn’t be a 
concern when it comes to baseball, if anything it 


- makes the game exciting, it gives the viewer a 


personality to root for. Last I checked America 
still loved its celebrities and it seems like every 
sport has high profile “bad boy” types that can 
sell newspapers and merchandise. So if any- 
thing the growing amount of disapproval 
Ramirez gets from Boston the better it is for him 
because SportCenter is probably going to be 
there to cover it. 

Another thing to take into consideration is 


. that Ramirez isn’t the only player to leave the Red 


Sox and have the fans urn on him or be bad 
mouthed by former teammates. You all remem- 
ber Nomar Garciaparra and Pedro Martinez who 
also suffered similar fan backlashes. Martinez 
was also trash talked by Curt Schilling for his 
troubles. Ramirez knows about that as recently 
Jonathan Papelbon began running his mouth 
about him in Esquire magazine (apparently that’s 
a good source for baseball talk). 

But at the end of the day it doesn’t really mat- 
ter what some bitter members of Red Sox nation 
think about Ramirez because now he’s playing 
with a new team that is basically offering him a 
clean slate. As a die hard Yankees fan the only 
thing I’m upset about is that we’ didn’t nab 
Ramirez for ourselves. 


The JWU Difference 


+ Career-oriented degree 
programs in business, culinary 
arts, hospitality and technology 


Financing Your 
investment ~ 


. 


- Grants, scholarships and 
payment options to fit 


your needs 


- Hands-on learning from 
industry-experienced faculty 


+ Johnson & Wales plans 


to award $105 million in 


+ Co-ops and internships built 
into the curriculum 


+ Study abroad opportunities 


- NCAA sports, Greek life, clubs 
and much more 


+ Four campuses to choose 
from: Providence, Rhode 
Island; North Miami, Florida; 
Denver, Colorado and 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 


financial aid in the 2008-2009 
academic year 


For more information 

contact Jim Richard at 
401-598-2348 or 
jmrichard@admissions.jwu.edu. 
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_ Pete Tompkins says solid 
_ Off season training makes 


_a successful season 


- out for next season. 


By Curis RYAN 
Correspondent 


: Northern Essex ath- 
-letics trainer Pete 
Tompkins is keeping a 
close eye on the Knights 
) basketball team, even in 
_ the offseason. He had a 
few things to say to 
myself and point guard 
‘Leo Liriano regarding 
© the team itself and what 
4 it is they have to look 


“You've got to get focused. You’ve got 


practically a whole team coming back next 


year,” began Tompkins, highlighting the fact 
that six of eight players are returning from the 
2008 season. 

, “Now that’s a golden opportunity,” he 


added. 


We talked about the tremendous team 
unity the guys showed last year, particularly in 
the playoffs. But Tomkins dually noted that the 
team could get lackadaisical at times on 
defense. 

- -“You guys can’t take a defensive play off,” 
he told Liriano. “You can’t do it. You can’t do 
it against any team. If opponents start getting 
above 60, we’re going to lose, we don’t have 
the offensive fire power for it,” Tompkins dis- 
cerned. ; 

Tompkins was spirited as he then attached 
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You’ve got to get 
focused. 
—Tompkins 


his exhortation. 

“They should be trapping, keeping teams 
below 60 points a game; anything under 55 I 
guarantee you they win because they’ll just 
drive people nuts. If you guys are in shape you 
guys could frustrate the [life] out of people. To 
the point where people will walk off the court 
because they quit,” quipped Tompkins. 

“Focus. Anybody can make a great play. 
Not a lot of people can make a good team play 
one hundred percent of the time. That’s the 
key,” Tompkins coached. 

“They did much better in the playoffs. 
They’ve got the most athletic team: we’ve ever 
had here. They’ve got guys who can swap and 
play other positions. That’s how athletic they 
are,” he proclaimed. 

Tompkins urges his players to work out in 


_ the offseason, and identified the importance of 


solid conditioning. 

“Tt’s the offseason that makes the season,’ 
said Tompkins. 

Tompkins finished with a few key pointers 
for the team. 

“The coach should never have to make an 
adjustment to your team, other teams should 
have to make an adjustment to you. You 
should be able to walk out there and hand a 
script to all the teams that says ‘this is what 
we're doing today’ ... try to stop it. That 


should be your attitude walking into every - 


game,” completed Tompkins. 


COLLEGE 


Finish your 4-year degree at Green Mountain College. 
The nation’s leading environmental liberal arts school offers: 


# Rolling Admissions 


# Spaces still available for fall 2009 


» A generous transfer policy (up to 90 credits) 

= Financial aid (up to $20,000 in merit and other scholarships) 

= 25 academic majors & certificate programs 

® Cutting edge curriculum that will prepare you for the emerging 


green economy. 


Green Mountain College 
One Brennan Circle 
Poultney, VT 05764 


admissions.greenmtn.edu 
800-776-6675 
admiss@greenmtn.edu 


‘Knights Notebook: Meet the trainer 
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Pete Tompkins, the althetic trainer for the NECC Kinghts. 


Success 


JENNIFER LOGLISCI 


Forensic Psychology 
Bay Path College 
Holyoke Community College ‘07 


Meet Jennifer... 


"AS a transfer student from HCC, Bay Path College was the perfect 


environment for me. Bay Path faculty and staff treat me as person, not 


a number, while providing an affordable, high quality education and 
limitless opportunities to succeed and be part of a community.” 


You Matter At Bay Path! 


Bay Path has small classes, professors who know you by name, a 
comfortable dnd beautiful campus, over 30 majors and minors, and 
generous financial aid packages (transfer scholarships up to $10,000 
a year). WANT TO KNOW MORE? Call our admissions counselor at 
413.565.1331 or e-mail her at dbryden@baypath.edu today! 


Bay Path College 
588 Longmeadow Street, 
Longmeadow, MA 01106 


www.baypath.edu 
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You sink it... 
Beer pong tournament 
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‘Go ahead and smoke’ 


Campus bookstore 
will begin to sell 


cigarettes 


By Miss INFORMATION ~ 
Editor-in-Chief 


In a stunning move at last 
night’s Board of Trustees meeting 
held at the Tap in downtown 
Haverhill, President Dimitry 
Hurtleg announced that he was 
reversing the newly implemented 
campus-wide smoking ban, and 
would not only allow, but encour- 
age, smoking on campus. 

Between puffs of cigarettes 
Hurtleg said, “You know what, you’ 


ids go 

head and 

moke.” 
&Ontst 


success as a 
school will 
be 


the 


number of 
cigarette 
butts on our 
grounds,” Board of Trustees 
Chairman Joe Camel said. 

Students such as Newport 
Lights were pleased to hear that the 
school would once again allow 
smoking on campus. 

“Great, because I’ve been hid- 
ing behind this tree smoking all 
semester, now I can go back to my 
favorite spot in the doorways 
between B and E buildings,” Lights 
said. 

Some question the move as a 
way for the college to make up for 
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its budget shortfall. 


With the increased price of cig- 
arettes, NECC will stand to make 


money off its decision to sell ciga- 
rettes at the campus bookstore. 

“Instead of having to raise stu- 
dent fees for the fall semester, we 
will implement an additional tax on 
each pack of cigarettes sold at the 
bookstore,” Vice President .of 
Finance Wolfman Jones said. 

Hurtleg suggested that the cam- 
pus’ proximity to Kenoza Lake as 
the natural solution of where to 
dispose of cigarette butts. 

He stated that the lake would 
serve as a great cigarette butt 
receptacle and would have the 
additional benefit of extinguishing 
still-lit cigarettes. 

Students such as Virginia Slim 
were outraged at the president’s 


suggestion. 


“TI have a better idea of where 
to dispose of the cigarettes, how 
about up his (expletive),” Slim 
said. : 

Student Senate president 
Marlboro Menthol called the rever- 
sal of the ban a victory for all stu- 
dents. 

“This goes to show what we as 
a senate can accomplish when we 
don’t speak out on an issue and do 
nothing,” Menthol said. 


MTV films a reality show on campus 


The drama at NECC 
is played out on 


shores of Kenoza Lake 


BY VERONICA 


CORNINGSTONE 
Features Editor 


Anew reality show will be grac- 
ing NECC with it’s presence. The 
show, aptly titled “Kenoza Lake,” 
will be beginning casting this sum- 
mer for the fall season. The show 
will be based on young academic 
and college minded youths who will 
be looking to make a difference in 
their college community by pursu- 
‘ing an academic degree for their 
college courses here at NECC. 

“I’m really looking forward to 
auditioning,” Molly Shannon, a 
Business major at NECC said. “It’s 
going to be really interesting. I’m 
going to feel like a superstar!” The 
show is going to highlight the small 
town of Haverhill that is often over- 


looked by people who are living in 
the more larger parts of America. 

‘Tm going to be the next 
Stephen Colletti. I think I can really 
make it in the world of reality tele- 
vision. I want to be the next heart 
throb of Kenoza Lake,” said Zack 
Morris, a graphic arts and design 
major at NECC. 

“In order to make it you have to 
be really really extraordinarily good 
looking. I don’t know if I will pass 
the first round of auditions, but I 
will make damn sure that I try my 
hardest. I hope that Hansel doesn’t 
beat me to it.” Said Derek 
Zoolander, an English major, and 
business entrepeneur who started 
the Derek Zoolander Center For 
Kids Who Can't Read Good And 
Wanna Learn To Do Other Stuff 
Good Too. 

When asked to comment on how 
he felt about the show, President 
Hurtleg replied that it was, “A very 
good idea,” and that he was 


“Camping out so that he would be 


the very first in line to audition.” 


Reality show ‘comes from the 
shores of Laguna Beach to 
Kenoza Lake. _ 
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Fed holds online auction = 
in effort to get country — 
out of recession 


Ebay is the 
new bailout 


By Bos S. BERNSTEIN 
Deep Throat/Opinion Editor 


Breaking news, as the economy 
keeps getting worse and the Wall 
Street guys keep taking all of the 
money even the government is 
starting to feel the squeeze. Word 
from some very _ trustworthy 


sources in Washington (i.e. Ralph 


Nader in exchange for a bottle of 
bourbon) -is that President Barack 
Obama has just put out an ad seek- 
ing possible roommates to crash at 
the white house and help out with 
the bills. 

You may think I’m talking out 
of my you know what right now but 


my source also revealed that after 


some failed attempts at getting rev- 
enue in circulation the fed has 
reached a compromise and come up 
with a plan to really get our econo- 


-my in motion. 


You may not recall some of 
these failed attempts, the most pop- 
ular being the Ted Kennedy line of 
novelty wines. Sales seemed 
strong at first then we realized it 
was only former Illinois governor 
Rod Blagojevich purchasing the 
crude tasting cheap spirit. On top 
of this the Karl Rove sex tape 
failed to catch on with any viewers. 


I was later informed that all of the - 


DVD’s that didn’t sell (the amount 
is speculated to be in the thou- 
sands) were buried in the outskirts 
of New Mexico, further harming 
the government’s budget. 

With porn and alcohol official- 
ly out of the picture as possible 
revenue generators the man has 
turned to the last racket in town: 
the Internet. That’s right readers 
President Obama announced last 
week via youtube (saves money) 
that the government has decided to 
auction off some items. He didn’t 
give any further details but I imme- 
diately went on ebay and had a 
look for myself. ; 

_ At first I figured selling some 
random memorabilia online wasn’t 
going to help our cause but then I 
looked at some of the items being 
auctioned and was both shocked 
and relieved. — 

The first was the sale of both 
Texas and California to none other 
than Mexico. Think about not only 
do we don’t have to worry about 


two states but we also get some 


cold hard dinero out of the deal. 


Turns out the Alamo wasn’t so 
great after all. The only drawback 
is that we also lose the governator 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. / 

General Motors and Chrysler 
were sold off to Toyota for roughly 
$200 million. ‘Sure that doesn’t 
sound like much but Toyota struck 
a deal with fellow Japanese giant 
Sony to ship out some extra. 
Playstation’s to use as leverage: in 
the deal.. That’s right folks when | 
money don’t cut it you can always 
go back to barter. 


Next up was the sale of omer 


president George W. Bush. Yes 


you read correctly the former pres- | 
ident himself was on sale on ebay. — 


At first there weren’t any signifi- 
cant bids but a gentleman whose 
screen name was Ahmadinejad 
swiftly paid the buy now price and 
W was off the market. : 
Former president Bush wasn’t. 


a 
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the only thing the Republicans | 


were putting up for sale they were 
also auctioning off the vice presi-_ 
dential spot on the 2012 ticket. 
After the fiasco in 2008 they fig- 
ured that Americans favor random 
inexperienced people in that spot. 
Last I checked Joe the Plumber was — 
moving in for the kill on that one. 
The one auction I bid on but. 
ultimately lost was the one for a 
date with the first lady herself, 


Michelle Obama. I have not gotten — 
a date with that foxy lady but I also — 


bumped into some interesting 
for money business. _ 

Monica Lewinsky _ Gintle 
remember her?) was courting vari- 
ous offers from many suitors last I 
saw. As a dedicated journalist who 
spends most of his time i 


ed 
down public officials, breaking ee. 


news and asking the tough ques-— 
tions I realized I don’t get enough — 
me time and even considered the 
Lewinsky offer (mainly to get dirt 
on the Clinton incident of course). - 

Some of the most bizarre things ~ 
I saw that day were the sale of Mitt 
Romney and John Edward’s hair. 
Interesting items for sure but $400. 
haircuts are a bit steep in this econ- 
omy, however Edwards was wine 
to trade spouses. 

While I may have not gotten 

my dream date with Mrs. Obama I 
did get a sweet deal on Sarah 
Palin’s hunting gear and on Dick 
Cheney’s shotgun. 


offers from others getting into = , 


